History 


Polio vaccine introduced 
in 1955 


AMD of Wilmington helps wrap gifts for Healthy 
Families Lowell as part of the Nashoba Learning 
Group’s participation in the project. 

(Paige Impink photo) 


Local residents 
give the gift of giving 
this holiday 


By PAIGE IMPINK 
News Correspondent 
paige@yourtowncrier.com 


LOWELL — COVID-19 
has thrown a curve ball at 
all types of events, includ- 
ing annual holiday gather- 
ings put on by companies, 
friend groups, church 
groups and the like. While 
most can shrug off the 
loss of a party and deal 
with it, there are those for 
whom a holiday gathering 
is the only bright light on 
their calendar. 

For the third year in a 
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row, Tewksbury families 
have stepped up and join- 
ed an effort to provide as- 
sistance and some cheer 
through generous dona- 
tions to Lowell Healthy 
Families. Part of the Mas- 
sachusetts Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children and Eliot Human 
Community Services, the 
group has been holding a 
holiday party for the very 
vulnerable population the 
organization serves for 
over 15 years. 

The non-profit agency 
supports young mothers 
with children ages 0-3 with 
pre- and post-natal educa- 
tion, nutritional guidance, 
and services to help mother 
and baby thrive. The agen- 
cy serves Lowell, Tewks- 
bury, Westford, Chelms- 
ford, Dracut, Tyngsboro, 
Dunstable and Billerica and 
relies on caring home visi- 
tors to supervise and steer 
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Two parents speak out against Wilmington 
not allowing spectators at high school games 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON .— The 
School Committee meet- 
ing last Wednesday night 
was scheduled to open 
with public comments be- 
fore they discussed trans- 
portation negotiations and 
the superintendent’s bud- 
get presentation. Before 
that, they recognized the 
passing of Annemarie 
Norman, who served as a 
special education and 
light skills teacher in Wil- 
mington for many years. 

The two public com- 
ments came from resi- 
dents Mark and Laurie 
Gallucci speaking on be- 
half of allowing spectators 
at winter sports games. 

Mark Gallucci said, “For 
these seniors... they really 
want their mom and dad 
to be there with them. 


They want their friends to 
be there, too, but they un- 
derstand that that’s not 
going to happen.” 

He’ added that “follow- 
ing the science” would 
point to social distancing 
and wearing masks, and 
that he’d like to discuss 
other solutions with the 
superintendent and the 
athletic director. 

Agreeing with the previ- 
ous statement, Laurie 
Gallucci shared about her 
family’s memories of at- 
tending her sports games 
from growing up in Wil- 
mington. 

“T can’t imagine my pa- 
rents not being there,” 
she said. 

She pleaded for the dis- 
trict to not take her last 
opportunity to see her 
twin senior sons play hoc- 
key and reiterated that 
the district’s ruling is 


stricter than state guid- 
ance. 

After the Superinten- 
dent’s Report, the com- 
mittee asked for volun- 
teers to serve on the Wil- 
mington Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation Contract Nego- 
tiation Subcommittee. M. 
J. Byrnes and David Rags- 
dale were confirmed as 
the School Committee 
members for that sub- 
committee. 

Assistant Superintendent 
Christine Elliott shared an 
update on MCAS and AC- 
CESS testing for the class- 
es of 2021 and 2022 per De- 
partment of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Jeffrey Ri- 
ley. The highlights that 
she gave included the class 
of 2022’s English language 
arts and mathematics 
testing postponed to the 
spring; the class of 2021’s 


testing window between 
Jan. 14 and Feb. 12; and 
the June 2021 biology test- 
ing to be a legacy test 
merging standards of 2006 
and 2016. 

She also mentioned that 
ACCESS testing for Eng- 
lish learners would be 
available from Jan. 7 to 
May 20. 

The next few items per- 
tained to negotiations with 
North Reading Trans- 
portation for Wilmington’s 
school bus service. Assis- 
tant Superintendent Paul 
Ruggerio explained that 
NRT’s negotiations with 
both SEEM Collaborative 
and Wilmington Public 
Schools is charging 50 per- 
cent for the first 10 days of 
school which were fully 
remote, 78 percent for the 
remote days in the hybrid 
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Wilmington Public Schools go remote until Jan. 4 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — Su- 


‘perintendent Dr. Glenn 


Brand announced last 
Wednesday night at the 
School Committee meet- 
ing that the district would 
be transitioning to remote 
until Christmas break. 
This would only apply to 
students in cohorts A and 
B for the Friday after the 
meeting and the past 
Monday and Tuesday, with 
Wednesdays usually re- 
mote and break starting 
the day after. High needs 
students were also includ- 
ed. 

The recommendation for 
a period of remote learn- 
ing came from Board of 
Health Director Shelly 
Newhouse and Nursing 
Director Doreen Crowe. 
Brand explained that the 
decision was made after 
careful consideration of 
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the rising positives, quar- 
antines, and positivity 


rate of COVID-19 tests in 


Wilmington. 

Newhouse shared the 
current positivity rate of 
7.6 percent and a trend of 
household spread. She al- 
so said that there were at 
the time over 200 posi- 
tives and 700 residents in 
quarantine. 

“We had such a large 
surge in cases resolving 
around Thanksgiving,” 
she said. “I think we’re go- 
ing to see the same thing 
with Christmas next week 
through school vacation.” 

She explained that she 
recommended a remote 
period with safety of 
schools, staff, students, 
and the community in 
mind. 

Brand said on behalf of 
Crowe and Newhouse that 
their hope is that this will 
function like a two-week 
quarantine and give the 


community enough time 
for numbers to go down. 

“The intent is to reopen 
schools on Monday, Jan. 
4 for in-person learning in 
the hybrid model, unless 
something should tran- 
spire at the state level or 
[there be] a different con- 
cern at the local level.” 

He went on to bring up 
two other issues that have 
been brought to his atten- 
tion: whether a red com- 
munity has to go remote 
after a certain number of 
weeks or if there’s any 
school spread. 

“There’s no specific 
guideline or expectation 
at the state level that says 
communities in red. for 
three weeks must shift to 
fully remote.” 

He also maintained that 
there has been no in- 
school spread in the dis- 
trict — there’s only out- 
side of school spread. 

M. J. Byrnes asked the 


$ a 


superintendent at what 
point in terms of students 
and staff who are positive 
or in quarantine that 
they’d transition to a 
longer period of remote 
learning. Brand answer- 
ed that it would take a 
critical mass of staff or 
students in quarantine for 
this to be considered. 
“Hopefully, collectively, 
everyone is going to be on 
board to do their part and 
follow safety protocols as 
we are being strongly 
urged to do,” he contin- 
ued. “Idealistically that 
would put us at a place 
where we could have no 
staff in quarantine and no 
students in quarantine.” 
He clarified this decision 
isn’t a change in course 
from the goal to continue - 
in-person learning but a 
temporary adjustment. 
Newhouse went on to 


REMOTE | PAGE A2w 


B1 | Obituaries... A5, 7 | Opinion... A4 | Police Logs... B7 | Sports... B5S 


Fr ie A 


*_ A2W 


Wilmington Library News: 


Children and teen winter break programs 


Adult Programs 


One on One Virtual 
Tech Help with Brad 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 

If you are having an is- 
sue with a piece of tech- 
nology or have some ques- 
tions about something be- 
fore you go out and buy it, 
register for a one-on-one 
session with Technology 
Librarian, Brad McKenna. 


Bookmaking 

Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 
6:30 p.m. 

Want a great way to dis- 
play those sentimental Ho- 
liday cards, Birthday cards, 
Wedding cards, and Get 
Well Soon cards? Make 
them into a book to be 
viewed over and over 


again! In this program, 
you will learn how to bind 
with a coptie stitch, help- 
ing you develop a skill you 
can use over and over 
again, and you'll get those 
cards out of their dusty 
boxes and transform them 
into something you can 
cherish. For this program, 
you need 10 or more folded 
cards to sew together. You 
will also need a push pin, a 
sharpie, and scissors, we 
will provide the rest in 
craft bags that you can 
pick up! Ages 13+ 


Youth Programs 


Among Us 
Teen Game Night 
Monday, Dec. 28 at 7 a.m. 
Join your crewmates in 


School Committee 
talks remote learning 
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talk about food insecurity, 
per the request of Jesse 
Fennelly, when an entire 
household has to quaran- 
tine before they get the 
chance to go shopping. 

“Talking to families dur- 
ing tracing... sometimes 
it’s so quickly that they’re 
put into isolation and qua- 
rantines that they don’t 
have food or anyone around 
to help them,” she said. 

She asked anyone willing 
to help to email her at her 
Board of Health email and 
she’ll keep them on the list 
for the future. 

Another upcoming learn- 
ing change coming to the 
district from the Super- 
intendent’s Report regard- 
ed an amendment. to the 
MA Board of Education’s 
requirement for structured 
learning time. This says 
that all districts in a hy- 
brid model must: offer at 
least 35 hours of live in- 
struction over each 10-day 
period and give students 
the opportunity to interact 
with their teachers daily 
as of Jan. 19. 


. Brand explained that in 
vorder for Wilmington to 
‘conform to this change, 
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they’re making three small 
working groups — one for 
elementary, one for middle 
school, and one for high 
school level — to create a 
new schedule before they 
seek re-negotiation and 
officially make changes. 
He also said the planning 
that WHS Principal Linda 
Peters had started was put 
on hold once this informa- 
tion came out. 

Several committee mem- 
bers commented that the 
change would be laudable 
despite the short timeline 
for implementation. They 
questioned how deep the 
thinking could be for 
what’s best considering 
how quickly shifts need to 
be made. 

Jenn Bryson said, “We 
don’t want to just check 
off boxes but think about 
what’s best for Wilmington 
students and children as 
we also meet regulations. 
We should be led by what 
we know about teaching 
and learning.” 

Ragsdale suggested seek- 
ing a waiver for the imple- 
mentation due date so as 
to increase the sophistica- 
tion of the new schedules. 

The other items that the 
superintendent included in 
his report covered a Mas- 
sachusetts school wellness 
coaching program, a com- 
munity-wide inclement 
weather/snow day  an- 
nouncement, updated in- 
formation on quarantines 
and returning to work 
from DESE, and a press 
release from Middlesex 
League Athletics on the 
commitment to review and 


' discuss feedback on the 


spectators ruling. 
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season just around the corner, taxpayers should be aware 
of the benefits of using direct deposit for refunds. It’s 
easy, secure and the fastest way to get a tax refund. Here 
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¢ It’s the best and fastest way for taxpayers to get their 
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¢ Combining direct deposit with IRS e-file is the fastest 
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deposit benefits into millions of accounts. 
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a multiplayer game of 

teamwork and betrayal 

over Zoom! Download the 

free Among Us app, and 

play in a private match 

hosted by the WML. 
Grades 6-12 


All You Can Read Buffet 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 1 p.m. 
Our popular school vaca- 

tion week event is going 

virtual! Even though we 
can't be together in per- 
son, we can still read 
together over Zoom. We 
will read, take breaks, and 
eat! Registrants can pick 
up their snacks in ad- 
vance. E:veryone who reads 
for the full 2 hours will get 
a coupon for a free 
book! Grades 3-8. 


Teen Advisory Board 

with Glitter Jars 

Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 7 
p.m. 

This is your chance to 
tell us what library pro- 
grams you want to attend 
and what books, movies, 
and games we should have 


available for checkout in 
the Teen Zone. You’ll earn 
one hour of community 
service for your time and 
input into making the 
library a more teen-cen- 
tered place! We'll also 
make calming glitter jars, 
and you'll get more treats 
and activities for the vaca- 
tion week to take home in 
your T.A.B. kit. Grades 6- 
12 


Noon Year’s Eve 

Thursday, Dec. 31 at 11:30 
a.m. 

Join us on the front lawn 
of the library to ring in 
the new year, a little ear- 
ly. Beginning one: week 
before the program, regis- 
trants can pick up sup- 
plies to make a hat and 
noisemaker at home to 
bring to the event. We will 
have music so we can 
dance and keep warm 
while we wait for the 
countdown to begin. After 
the ball drops, we will end 
with the traditional “bub- 
ble wrap stomp.” Ages K+ 


Wilmington resident 


Capistran installed as 
president of Woburn 
Breakfast Lions Club 


WOBURN — Richard 
A. Capistran a member 
of the Woburn Breakfast 
Lions and resident of 
Wilmington was_ instal- 
led as president at the 
meeting on Dec. 17. 
Capistran, a manager 
for the Stop & Shop Com- 
panies, has been a mem- 
ber of the club for sever- 
al years. 

His managerial skills 
have been put to good 
use over time in coordi- 
nating many of the fund- 
raisers sponsored by the 
club. Most recently, he 
worked on setting up the 
Lions Memory Tree in 
North Woburn and help- 
ing in the planning of it’s 
lighting ceremony and 
dedication. 

Capistran joined the Li- 
ons as a way to give back 
to the community and 


was inspired by the Lions 
Club International motto, 
“We Serve.” 

During the COVID pan- 
demic many of the club’s 
meetings were altered to 
insure safety. The instal- 
lation was limited to a 
few members and Capis- 
tran’s immediate family. 
Toastmaster and Lion 
Larry Murphy ran the 
installation and Past Dis- 
trict Governor Jane Fan- 
joy performed the induc- 
tion ceremony. 

Immediate Past Presi- 
dent Joe Kenny passed the 
gavel after a year and one 
half of duty with which 
Capistran will do the 
same. The normal term is 
one year but the two chose 
the longer terms as part of 
the pandemic planning for 
the club. 

Also being installed, but 


Library Rolls Back to 

Curbside Service Only 

Due to the recent surge 
in COVID-19, the library 
has rolled back to Curb- 
side Service only Monday 
through Thursday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Friday & 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The building will be closed 
to the public until further 
notice. Staff is available 
by phone Monday-Thurs- 
day 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
on Friday & Saturday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Please check 
our website for updates. 


WML Virtual 
Programming 
See our entire calendar 
of events and register for 
programs at wilmlibrary. 
org. You will be emailed a 
Zoom link prior to the pro- 
gram. 


Library Holiday Hours 
The Library will be 
closed Dec. 24 through 
Dec. 27. 


Library’s Digital 
Resources 
Take advantage of the 
following digital resources 
while hunkering down and 
staying safe during the 
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winter months. If you do 
not have a library card, 
you can get one remotely 
by going to www.wilmli- 
brary.org. 

Overdrive (aka “Libby” 
app on your smartphone) 
Find ebooks, audiobooks, 
magazines and movies. 

Hoopla — Find ebooks, 
TV shows, audiobooks and 
comics. Simultaneous use 
means titles always avail- 
able. 

Kanopy — Stream clas- 
sic movies, Indie hits, doc- 
umentaries and more. 

Freegal — Download 
and keep up to five songs 
per week. Stream up to 
three hours per day. 

Tumble Book Library — 
Animated picture books, 
read-along chapter books 
and more for children. 

Creative Bug — Find 
over 1000 video classes on 
knitting, sewing, cooking 
and other crafts. 

Ancestry Library — Do 
genealogy research with 
this database that covers 
billions of records from 
census data to directories, 
and photos to family trees. 
Access from home is avail- 
able for a limited period of 
time. 
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dent Joe Kenney. The club is in its 34th year. 


not all in attendance, were 
Secretary Christine Ben- 
way, Treasurer John Mar- 
lowe, Jr., Financial Secre- 
tary John Queen, ist V.P. 
Elizabeth Casella, 2nd 
V.P. Ken Lorentzen, 3rd 
V.P. Thomas Fuller, Lion 
Tamer Larry Murphy, 
Tail Twister Joseph Si- 


(Courtesy photo) 
mas, Directors Robert 
Black, Tomas Quinn, Al 
Autenzio, and Parliamen- 
tarian Joel Haggerty. 

The Woburn Breakfast 
Lions Club meets the 1st 


,and 3rd Wednesday of 


the Month at the Black 
and Orange Restaurant 
in downtown Woburn. 


School Committee discusses budget process 
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model, and 100 percent for 
in-person days. The nego- 
tiation with WPS lasts 
until the end of school 
year, and that of SEEM 
Collaborative lasts until 
the end of 2021. 

The committee moved 
on to the preliminary fis- 
cal year 2022 budget pre- 
sentation from Superin- 
tendent Dr. Glenn Brand. 
He explained that the 
priorities of the district 
are to ensure that pro- 
grams and services coy- 
er what’s needed, to sup- 
port initiatives under the 
strategic plan, and to up- 
hold commitments for 
attending to the emotion- 
al and social needs of 
students. The overall goal, 
he said, is to maintain 
what they offer going for- 
ward as opposed to try- 
ing to do more next year. 


Some other things that 
were considered by ad- 
ministration in creating 
this budget were bussing, 
grants, guidelines for 
staff, and collective bar- 
gaining. While Brand said 
there are always areas to 
improve service through 
adding extra personnel, 
he doesn’t think that now 
is the time to do so. 

With expected enroll- 
ment over 3,000 students 
next year, part of the 
thinking in terms of budg- 
et expectations he offered 
is that a lot of students 
who may have un-enroll- 
ed from the district in 
favor of home school or 
private school will return. 
Ruggerio pointed out that 
this assumption is agreed 
upon by DESE. Brand al- 
so projects a slow but 
steady decline of enroll- 
ment, especially at the 
secondary level. 


This budget will | be 
brought to the Recom- 
mended Budget Meeting 
on Jan. 20 and part of the 
Town Manager’s budget 
presentation on Jan. 25. 
There will also be a bud- 
get hearing on Feb. 10 
and another Finance 
Committee meeting on 
the town budget in March 
before the Town Meeting 
pending final approval. 

Some of the committee 
members were concern- 
ed about whether the 
superintendent had plan- 


ned for any unexpected” 


costs or cutting from the 
town. 

“We think we can work 
with the town and get 
something that’s work- 
able and doable,” Rugge- 
rio said. “The town has 
always been great to the 
schools from a support 
standpoint.” 

They also asked for 


more information on how 
the professional develop- 
ment and strategic plan 
costs may be spent for 
the next review. 

Under subcommittee re- 
ports, Jay Samaha talked 
about the guiding work 
and mission statement 
for the Equity Commit- 
tee, on which he and Jenn 
Bryson serve. Byrnes sug- 
gested that they work 
with Wilmington’s Equi- 
ty, Diversity, and Inclu- 
sion group and_ the 
MASC’s Minority Caucus 
for extra guidance on 
how to promote an inclu- 
sive, collaborative school 
and community culture. 

Bryson received con- 
gratulations on earning 
her doctorate under an- 
nouncements before she 
reminded everyone of 
their next meeting on- 
Jan. 13 to conclude the 
evening. 


News and notes from WCTV 


Hello friends and neigh- 
bors! Here’s what’s going 
on at WCTV! 


HOLIDAY MUSIC 
AND TREATS JUST 
FOR YOU! 


BALL IN THE HOUSE: 
HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS: 
AN A CAPPELLA 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT! 
Thursday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. 
Watch on Verizon 37 or 
Comeast 9. 
Massachusetts-based pro- 
fessional a cappella group, 
Ball in the House per- 
forms a concert full of hol- 
iday favorites including Do 
You Hear What I Hear? O 
Holy Night, I’ll Be Home 
For Christmas, Jingle Bell 
Rock, and MORE! This di- 


“ 


verse group of profession- 
al singers delivers a mes- 
sage of friendship and 
unity that is needed more 
than ever this winter sea- 
son. 


ZOOM WITH SANTA! 
(replay) 

Watch online anytime 
via WCTV.org (video on- 
demand). 

WCTV received special 
clearance from the North 
Pole for girls and boys of 
all ages to have a chat 
with the famous man in 
red on Saturday Dec. 19, 
Families in Wilmington 
and beyond were invited 
to Zoom with Santa and 
tell him what they wanted 
for Christmas. Take a look 
at this charming and fun 
visit with Jolly old St. 


.f 


Nicholas. Included in the 
program is a reading of 
the poem, “Twas the Night 
before .Christmas” and 
some other special treats 
we know you'll enjoy. 


WATCH THE LATEST 
WHERE’S WILMINGTON! 

Watch online anytime 
via WCTV.org (video on- 
demand). 

Episode #155 SAVE YOUR 
SKIN! 

Host Lisa Kapala talks 
with Dr. Wynne Huang of 
the family practice, Caring 
For All in Woburn about 
saving our skin during the 
winter cold as well as prac- 
tical advice for protecting 
your skin due to constant 
wearing of protective cov- 
erings and masks. Dr. 
Huang even talks about 


+ 


other skin conditions and 
how and when to clean out 
your medicine cabinet. 


WCTV is located at: 10 
Waltham St., Wilmington 

Office Hours by Appoint- 
ment: (978) 657-4066 

Questions about WCTV? 
Contact info@wetv.org 


WCTV CHANNELS 

Public Channel: Verizon 
37, Comcast 9 

Meetings & Government: 
Verizon 38, Comcast 22 

Access: Verizon 39. Com- 
cast 99 

To watch programs On- 
Demand or for more infor- 
mation check us out at 
WCTV.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 
Wilmington Community 
Television. 
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History: 


Polio vaccine introduced in 1955 


By LARZ F. NEILSON 


Waiting and hoping we'll 
get that vaccine. It’s almost 
like waiting for Christmas 
— only it’s much more im- 
portant. 

The year 1955 had people 
waiting for a vaccine, much 
like in 2020. In 1955, the 
dreaded disease was polio, 
infantile paralysis. There 
had been several cases in 
Wilmington and one death. 

Health officials said it 
was safe to open the 


schools on schedule, and 
the School Committee had 
so voted. But then, in a spe- 


TMHS group collects for Toys for Tots 


cial Saturday meeting, the 
Wilmington School Com- 
mittee voted to delay the 
opening by two weeks. The 
meeting was held in North 
Woburn, to allow member 
John Hartnett to partici- 
pate while tending to his 
store. Superintendent John 
Collins said that many par- 
ents were afraid and would 
not send their children to 
school. Football practice 
was also suspended. 

The polio vaccination pro- 
gram was largely carried out 
through the public schools. 
Wilmington at the time had 
no hospital or health center. 
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Three physicians had prac- 
tices in their homes. 

There had been 456 pre- 
school children vaccinated 
in the fall. But thousands 
more children were wait- 
ing. Health officials said 
the vaccine would be avail- 
able in the spring. 

The Town Crier reported 
on Feb. 16, 1956 that the 
Board of Health had sever- 
al problems to solve before 
the vaccination program 
could start in the spring. 
The board had to prepare a 
full program, which must 
pass state approval. Plans 
were being made to have 
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every child under 15 vacci- 
nated by July 1. Officials 
prepared an elaborate set 
of cross-indexed cards to 
make sure that every child 
would be treated. 

There were about 1,900 
children in the public 
schools, plus 1,356 pre- 
school. The 456 pre-schoolers 
who received their first dose 
in the fall would get their 
second shot. But there were 
problems there, keeping 
track of the children. Some 
40 children had moved away, 
and others had moved in. 

On April 12, the Town 
Crier wrote that the vac- 


The TMHS Junior Classical League ran a collection drive for Toys for Tots recently and was pleased with 
the overwhelming response. Pictured from left are Eric Impink, Sarah Chaweate, Eowyn Bailey and 


Shreya Athalye. 


(Courtesy photo) 


cine was slow in coming to 
Wilmington. Boston had 
completed its first dose 
while Wilmington had not 
yet started. Town officials 
had hoped to give all chil- 
dren two shots before sum- 
mer heat arrived. 

Vaccinations began on 
May 9 in the American Le- 
gion Hall for pre-school chil- 
dren, continuing through 
May 24. In June, the pro- 
gram went into high gear. 
On June 14, the Town Crier 
reported that 2,596 children 
had received shots, cover- 
ing 98 percent of the chil- 
dren in town. About 400 had 
received their second shots. 

Vaccine development con- 
tinued, and by 1961, stu- 
dents were receiving an 
oral vaccine. 

Polio vaccine develop- 


AS 


ment had begun in 1935 an 
was agonizingly slow. The 
U.S. went through repeated 
epidemics. Dr. Jonas Salk 
came up with the vaccine 
by 1952, but it then had to 
go through human trials. 
Early stage vaccines can 
be very risky. Dr. Salk was 
so conscious of this that he 
first vaccinated his own 
children. 

The Salk vaccine was re- 
leased early in 1955, only 
to have a manufacturing 
lab make an error, using 
live virus. That sickened 
thousands of people, para- 
lyzed some and killed 12 in 
western states. 

Once the error had been 
found and corrected, the pro- 
gram went back on track. 
Distribution went nation- 
wide. 


Cosman-Cyrus, Woods 
named to President's List at 
Plymouth State University 


PLYMOUTH, NH — Jil- 
lian Cosman-Cyrus of Wil- 
mington has been named 
to the Plymouth State Uni- 
versity President's List for 
the Fall 2020 semester. Cos- 
man-Cyrus is a Criminal 
Justice major at Plymouth 
State. 

Emily Woods of Tewks- 
bury has been named to 
the Plymouth State Uni- 
versity President's List 
for the Fall 2020 semes- 
ter. Woods is a Youth De- 
velopment & Educ major 
at Plymouth State. 

To be named to the Pre- 
sident's List, a student 
must achieve a grade point 
average of 3.7 or better for 
the Fall 2020 semester and 
must have attempted at 
least 12 credit hours during 
the semester. 


About Plymouth 


State University 

Established in 1871, 
Plymouth State University 
serves the state of New 
Hampshire and the world 
beyond by transforming 
our students through ad- 
vanced practices where 
engaged learning pro- 
duces well-educated un- 
dergraduates and by pro- 
viding graduate education 
that deepens and advan- 
ces knowledge and enhan- 
ces professional develop- 
ment. 

With distinction, we con- 
nect with community and 
business partners for eco- 
nomic development, tech- 
nological advances, heal- 
thier living, and cultural 
enrichment with a special 
commitment of service to 
the North Country and 
Lakes Region of New 
Hampshire. 


Do NOT flush disinfectant 
or baby wipes down the toilet 


“We know many people are using disinfectant/baby wipes 
in their homes and that many of those products say they are 
flushable,” said the Town of Tewksbury. “They are NOT! 
Our sewer pumping stations have seen an increase level of 
clogged pumps in recent days, so we’re asking residents to 
please STOP flushing anything other than toilet paper. If 
these sewer pumping stations fail, they will cause a sewer 
backup in your home! Please dispose of these wipes in the 
waste basket. Thank you for your cooperation.” 


Now, more than ever, assisted living is a safe and engaging way of life for 
those who want to live without worry and may need a helping hand. 
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e Exceptional quality of care 
© The highest standards of cleanliness 
» Fabulous dining options 


» Engaging & safe social programs 


e Beautiful surroundings 


Save up to $15,000 in your first year! 
Make a reservation to become a Bayberry resident by December 15, 2020 


—e 
i 
mite q 


Call Michelle: 978.640.0194 


y 
Te OTT Oe. 


01 


CumngyeCrier 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020 


Sheriff, volunteers 


ready donated gifts 
for children 


LOWELL — Employ- 
ees of the Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office (MSO) 
and volunteers from the 
community joined for- 
ces to wrap presents for 
children with loved ones 
currently incarcerated 
at the Middlesex Jail & 
House of Correction. 
The gifts are donated 
each year by The Jud- 
son Association of The 
American Baptist Chur- 
ches of Massachusetts 
(TABCOM) and partici- 
pating congregations. 

“We are grateful to 
The Judson Association 
of American Baptist 
Churches and all those 
who donated gifts and 
their time this year,” 
said Middlesex Sheriff 
Peter J. Koutoujian. 
“The impact this has on 
the lives of young chil- 
dren whose relatives 
are incarcerated is im- 
measurable. That in the 
midst of a global pan- 
demic, local residents 
ensured this tradition 
continued is a powerful 
statement about the 
generosity that exists 


within our communi- 
ties.” 

This year due to CO- 
VID-19 restrictions the 
number of volunteers 
able to gather in Lowell 
on Sunday, Dec. 13 to 
wrap gifts was limited 
to just 10, with hundreds 
of gifts wrapped and 
readied. Gifts were then 
organized, labeled and 
meved to the Middlesex 
Jail & House of Correc- 
tion in Billerica, where 
they will be distributed 
to families. 

“The: men incarcerat- 
ed are appreciative be- 
cause they feel like they 
can’t give much,” said 
Pastor Pierce VanDunk. 
“T join Sheriff Koutou- 
jian in thanking every- 
one who has made this 
possible — those who 
donated, the volunteers 
who wrapped and my 
colleagues who will fa- 
cilitate the distribution 
of these gifts.” 

To learn more about 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s 
Office, please visit mid- 
dlesexsheriff.org. 


Strange atmosphere over holidays 
as unique Christmas Day 
approaches 


By PAUL J. ANDREWS 
andrews @massupt.org 
Mass. Ass’n. of School 

Superintendents 
Member of Board of 
Winchester Hospital 


I am not sure about all 
of you but the atmos-. 
phere of the holidays this 
year seems different. If I 
just reference my stops 
over the weekend, I find 
that everyone seems to be 


on a mission and in truth 
they are, as they have a 
list of errands to-do and 
tasks to accomplish and 
no time to waste. 

I seem to feel that it 
appears to me the intent 
is to get out, do the 
errands and get home. 
You see few if anyone in 
conversations and very 
little social activity, as 
you are on a mission 
wearing a mask. The 
reality is that this is dif- 
ferent but that is just the 
way most people feel in 
the year of COVID-19. 

As the .surge moves 
across the Town Crier 
area, it seems the tension 
of the disease changes the 
interactions of our citi- 
zens for obvious reasons 
as all are concerned with 


staying safe in these diffi- 
cult days. From my per- 
ceptions, I see that most 
are obeying the mask rule 
as well as the spacing is- 
sue in stores and banks 
with some locations max- 
imizing the use of arrows 
to provide a clearer sense 
of direction. 

The managers of most 
of the locations I visit 
have done a fabulous job 
at staying open, provid- 
ing safety in their busi- 
ness and offering a 


friendly greeting, which ° 


seems to be a good thing 
these days. With Christ- 
mas just days away and 
snow on the ground, there 
is that feeling of expec- 
tation of the special days 
ahead. 

GUIDANCE is the word 
that is everywhere in to- 
day’s COVID-19 world to 
be understood as “an ex- 
pert’s judgement” on what 
should be followed in to- 
day’s pandemic. As they 
say “guidance” is a good 
word but made even bet- 
ter as it depicts actions 
that need to be taken if 
you want to be safer from 
the virus. 

The word began to be 
used almost right away 


as government/state press 
releases at the beginning 
of the virus last March 
began to use the word 
as “guidance” messages 
were coming from US 
public health sources 
along with medical and 
other official agencies. 
The data seemed to make 
sense and had the source 
of the “to do” information 
in the “guidance” data to 
make it look and feel au- 
thentic. 

The use of the word 
“guidance” has continued 
to this time as “the offi- 
cial prescriptive words of 
wisdom that should be 
followed. Most all offi- 
cials for the most part do 
so. 

JUST SOME COM- 
MENTS AND PULSE 
EXTRACTIONS — Fol- 
lowing are some of the 
Morning Pulse extrac- 
tions for your reading: 
Social isolation can lead 
to higher risks of hyper- 
tension in older or mid- 
dle aged women; UK de- 
ficits worsen in October 
as COVID-19 resurgence 
bites; US dollar rises on 
steeper yield curve; Co- 
ronavirus leaves retail- 
ers struggling to pay rent; 


Small business optimism 
remains unchanged in 
October; Investors bet Bi- 
den will accelerate shift 
to renewable energy; 
Loneliness is a leading 
cause of depression in 
older adults; Research- 
ers use “big data” ap- 
proach to identify mela- 
tonin as possible COVID- 
19 treatment; New chan- 
ges in retirement health 
care plan pushing public 
employees to retire earli- 
er; Public school enroll- 


ment plummets as pri- 


vate schools see (enroll- 
ment) gains; Many nurs- 
ing homes shun free CO- 
VID-19 testing equipment; 
COVID-19 didn’t just dis- 
rupt healthcare, it accel- 
erated industry change; 
Gradual retirement pro- 
vides the best of both 
worlds; 58,300 health jobs 
added in October; Gov- 
ernment trying to “steal” 
Armed Forces pension, 
alleges Congress and last, 
the next president may 
inherit a resilient econo- 
mic recovery. 

BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL AND STAY SAFE 

E-MAIL ADDRESS; 
andrews @massupt.org 


Baker-Polito Administration announces support 
for small businesses impacted by COVID-19 restrictions 


BOSTON — The Baker- 
Polito Administration an- 
nounced that nearly $49 
million in grants to small 
businesses will be award- 
ed through the COVID-19 
Small Business Grant Pro- 
gram administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth Ca- 
pital Corporation. In Octo- 
ber, the $50.8 million grant 
program was announced 
as a key component. of 
Partnerships for Recovery, 
the Administration’s com- 
prehensive plan to get 
people back to work, sup- 
port small businesses, fos- 
ter innovation, revitalize 
downtowns, and ensure 
housing stability. 

Of the businesses being 
notified of their successful 
applications, each meets 
the preferred criteria of 
being owned by women, 
minorities, veterans, indi- 
viduals with disabilities, 
or that identify as LGBTQ. 
Additionally, every com- 
pleted application receiv- 
ed from a qualified minor- 
ity-owned business that 
has not been able to re- 
ceive prior aid from feder- 
al, state or local pro- 
grams established to sup- 
port businesses during the 
pandemic will be receiv- 
ing relief. 

"As the pandemic con- 
tinues to create challen- 
ges across the Common- 
wealth, our administra- 
tion is pleased to partner 
with Mass Growth Capital 
Corporation to award al- 
most $50 million to small 
business owners dispro- 


Book Stew Review 


portionately impacted by 
COVID-19," said Governor 
Charlie Baker. "We are 
thankful to our state, local 
and federal partners for 
their collaboration to equi- 
tably distribute these 
funds, and remain com- 


mitted to working togeth- . 


er to deliver additional re- 
lief to the families and bu- 
sinesses of Massachusetts." 

"Our administration is 
proud to announce almost 
$50 million in grants to 
support historically under- 
represented small busi- 
ness owners as they navi- 
gate the pandemic," said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Poli- 
to. "We thank Mass Growth 
Capital Corporation for 
their partnership to dis- 
tribute these funds quick- 
ly, and look forward to 
continuing to work with 
business and community 
leaders to ensure a strong, 
equitable recovery from 
COVID-19." 

To increase applications 
from underrepresented 
groups, MGCC worked 
with a statewide network 
of local non-profits, small 
business technical assis- 
tance providers, and other 
organizations that support 
minority enterprises, in- 
cluding BECMA, Amplify 
LatinX, the Business Equi- 
ty Initiative, Massachu- 
setts Association of CDCs 
(MACDC), LISC and the 
statewide Coalition for an 
Equitable Economy, to 
reach businesses and en- 
trepreneurs that would 
match the program’s pri- 


orities. 

The Small Business 
Grant Program received 
over 10,000 applications 
seeking funds totaling 
over $500 million. Effec- 
tive today, successful ap- 
plicants will be notified 
that they have been awar- 
ded grants with further 
instructions on how to 
complete the process to 
receive funds. Nearly $49 
million will be granted to 
small businesses, with the 
remaining funding having 
been used to encourage 
applications from target- 
ed communities and to 
prevent fraudulent appli- 
cations. 

The grant program’s pri- 
orities, set forth in legisla- 
tion, resulted in 1,158 small 
businesses being designat- 
ed for an award. Among 
the successful applicants: 

¢ 100 percent of all gran- 
tees are minority-, veter- 
an-, LGBTQ-, or individu- 
als with disabilities-owned 
businesses; : 

¢ 100 percent of qualified 
applications submitted by 
minority-women, minori- 
ty-male, veteran-, LGBTQ- 
, and individuals with dis- 
abilities-owned businesses 
that have not received pri- 
or aid will be receiving 
funding; 

¢ 95 percent of award re- 
cipients are minority-own- 
ed businesses; and 

e 76 percent of award re- 
cipients are women-own- 
ed businesses. 

“With the thoughtful com- 
bination of the program’s 


priorities and help from 
partner organizations who 
assisted with targeted out- 
reach, we are able to pro- 
vide direct financial sup- 
port to the applicants that 
have the greatest need and 
also serve communities 
that are the most vulnera- 
ble to the virus,” said 
Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary 
Mike Kennealy. “As addi- 
tional resources become 
available, we will continue 
to prioritize the businesses 
and communities that have 
suffered the most.” 

“Through these grant 
programs, MGCC and our 
partners have worked to- 
gether to fulfill our mis- 
sion of providing and sup- 
porting small businesses 
and are now distributing 
capital to the most vulner- 
able businesses across the 
Commonwealth,” said Lar- 
ry Andrews, President of 
MGCC. “We look forward 
to working with the Ba- 
ker-Polito Administration 
on utilizing additional re- 
sources to meet the many 
needs of small businesses, 
especially those that have 
been traditionally under- 
served.” 

Governor Baker recently 
signed the FY21 budget, 
including an additional 
$17.5 million for the Small 
Business Grant Program. 
This funding will be dis- 
tributed using the same 
criteria, and MGCC will 
review applications al- 
ready submitted. Small 
businesses that did not 


‘Perestroika in Paris’ by Jane Smiley 


By EILEEN 
MACDOUGALL 


If you don't enjoy fables 
of animals with voices, or 
if you are expecting a typ- 


Want your 
opinion heard? 


We LOVE your letters! 
Send Letters to the Editor to: 


office@yourtowncrier.com. 


All submissions must be accompanied by full name, 
address, and daytime contact information 
for verification purposes. 
Letters must be e-mailed by noon on Monday in order 
for consideration the same week’s edition. 


ical Jane Smiley novel of 
Midwestern family con- 
flict, please go on to the 
next book on your night- 
stand. However, if you 
need a boost from all the 
December disease and 
despair, this charming lit- 
tle story, chock full of the 
glories of lovely pre- 
COVID Paris, will be the 
perfect remedy for your 
shut-in blues. 

Similar to the classics 
Charlotte's Web, The Mu- 
sicians of Bremen and The 
Incredible Journey, this 
patched-together family 
made up of an inquisitive 
young filly, a dog longing 


K 


for her deceased master, 
and loquacious crows, mal- 
lards, and rats trying to 
survive a winter on their 
own also explores the con- 
flict between freedom and 
comfort. 

The few humans they 
encounter happily do noth- 
ing to impede their jour- 
ney, and the warm and sat- 
isfying ending still leaves 
the reader longing for 
more. You can sense the 
author's own delight in 
developing this treasure. 
Also a perfect read-aloud 
together book for sharing 
with older children! 


receive awards in the first 
round do not need to reap- 
ply, and no new applica- 
tions will be accepted. The 
FY21 budget also includes 
$17.5 million for communi- 
ty development financial 
institutions (CDFI) grants 
and loans, $5 million for 
small business technical 
assistance, and $3.9 mil- 
lion for technical assis- 
tance and grants, includ- 
ing for small business on- 
line and digital tools. 
Additionally, the Baker- 
Polito Administration re- 
cently filed a $107.4 mil- 
lion supplemental budget 
bill for Fiscal Year 2021. 
This bill proposes $49.4 
million to fully fund the 
economic recovery and 
small business relief plan 
included in the Admin- 
istration’s revised FY21 
budget proposal and sup- 
port the unique needs of 
small and minority- and 
women-owned businesses 
across the Common- 
wealth. Finally, a compre- 
hensive economic devel- 
opment bill currently 
pending before the Leg- 
islature includes addition- 
al substantial investments 
in small businesses. 
Beyond support for small 
businesses, Partnerships 
for Recovery includes sub- 
stantial funding across 


both existing and new ini- 
tiatives. In November, the 
2020 Round of the Mass 
Works Infrastructure Grant 
Program was announced, 
investing nearly $68 mil- 
lion in 36 projects to sup- 
port housing, economic de- 
velopment and road safety 
projects across the Com- 
monwealth. 

Community foundations 
received $10 million for 
COVID-19 Relief, funds 
that can be used for vital 
services such as food se- 
curity, housing and _utili- 
ties support, emergency 
childeare and transporta- 
tion. Last week, the first 
grants from the Shared 
Winter Streets and Spaces 
Grant Program were 
awarded, directing $1.7 
million to cities and towns 
to conceive, design, and 
implement tactical chan- 
ges to curbs, streets, and 
parking areas in support 
of public health, safe mo- 
bility, and renewed com- 
merce. 

In the coming weeks, the 
Administration will be 
announcing grants to sup- 
port cultural facilities 
such as museums, new 
funding to support inter- 
net connectivity, and local 
rapid recovery planning 
support for communities. 
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Henry R. ‘Hank’ Gilhooly 
Worked for Symnes, Maini & McKee 


Henry R. “Hank” Gilhooly, 
age 75, of Wilmington, pas- 
sed away on Dec. 21, 2020. 

Hank was born on Sept. 3, 
1945 in Somerville,; he was 
the son of the late Howard 
F. and Rita B. (Lee) Gil- 
hooly. 

Hank moved to Wilmington 
in 1956. He graduated from 
Wilmington High School and 
Franklin Institute. Hank 
married his wife Janet, and 
during their 50 years togeth- 
er, raised their family in Wil- 
mington and never left town, 
especially because he had 
three separate addresses on 
the same piece of land by the 
lake. 

Prior to his retirement, 
Hank worked for Symnes, 
Maini & McKee and B. R. + 
A. In retirement, Hank and 
his wife, Janet, worked part- 
time with family and friends 
at their Mom & Pop Real 
Estate. 

In his spare time, Hank 
was an active member of the 
Aleppo Shrine & Mason of 
the Friendship Lodge. Hank 
enjoyed watching sports, 
visiting the cape, and travel- 
ing. He loved his grandchil- 
dren to pieces and cherished 


spending time with the fam- 
ily. 

Hank loved spending time 
with his wife and friends 
especially playing cards, 
going to doo wop shows, lis- 
tening to oldies, relaxing on 
the porch or just “shooting 
the breeze.” 

Hank is survived by his 
wife, Janet M. (Burchsted) 
Gilhooly, devoted father of 
Howard F. Gilhooly and his 
wife’ Lisa of Chicopee and 
Erin Gilhooly-Smith and her 
husband Tom of Assonet, lov- 
ing “Grampy” of Aidan and 
Katie Gilhooly and Thomas 
and Annie Smith, dear broth- 
er of Marylou Irwin and her 
husband William of Fallston, 
MD, brother-in-law of the 
late Roy Burchsted and his 
wife Ad of Brockton, Russell 
J. Burchsted and his wife 
Nancy of Wilmington, and 
Joyce A. Burchsted. 

Hank is also survived by 
his aunts, cousins, nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, great- 
nephews and many dear 
friends. 

Family and friends will 
gather for Visitation at the 
Nichols Funeral Home, Inc., 
187 Middlesex Ave., Wilming- 


Robert P. ‘Bob’ Palmer, Sr. 


Served in the Army during the Korean War 


Robert P. “Bob” Palmer, 
Sr, age 87, a life-long resi- 
dent of Wilmington, passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 19, 
; ; 2020. 

Bob was 
born on Aug. 
28, 1933 in 
Cambridge; he was the cher- 
ished son of the late Douglas 
and Ann (Gavan) Palmer. 
Bob was raised in Wilming- 
ton and graduated from Wil- 
mington High School with 
the Class of 1953. He was a 
great athlete who served as 
the captain of the Wildcat 
football team and was later 
inducted into the Wilming- 
ton Hall of Fame. 

Following graduation, Bob 
enlisted in the U.S. Army on 
Oct. 13, 1954. He proudly 
served his country during the 
Korean conflict. After four 
years, Bob was honorably 
discharged from the Army as 
a Sergeant on Oct. 5, 1958, re- 
turning home to his family. 

Bob married “the love of 
his life” Mary “Jane” Ran- 
dell on June 11, 1960. They 
settled in Wilmington where 
they raised their four chil- 
dren: Betsy, Patrick, John 
and Robert, Jr. Bob and 
Jane celebrated their 60th 
anniversary this past sum- 
mer and reminisced about 
the countless memories made 
with family and friends 
throughout the years. 

Bob went to work for the 
Town of Wilmington as a la- 
borer for the Highway De- 
partment in September of 
1953. Through his hard work 
and dedication to the town, 
Bob was promoted to the 
Superintendent of the De- 
partment of Public Works. 

Prior to the Assistant Town 
Manager position being cre- 
ated, Bob filled in as Town 
Manager when it was neces- 
sary. He worked as a special 
Wilmington Police Officer 
from 1962 to 1979. Bob re- 
tired from the Town of Wil- 
mington on Feb. 6, 1998. Bob 
was a graduate of Newbury 
College. 

Bob served on the Board 
of Selectmen from 2001 to 
2004 and served on the Fi- 
nance Committee from May 
2005 to April 2017. Bob was 
instrumental in many town 
projects and he had the 
honor of the Glen Road 


Field being named “Robert 
Palmer Park.” Bob was also 
awarded the “Key to the 
Town” in recognition of his 
64 years of dedicated serv- 
ice to the community and 
their residents. 

Bob was a faithful parish- 
ioner at St. Thomas Church 
attending Mass each Sunday. 
Bob was a Charter Member 
of the Fr. Croke Council at 
the Knights of Columbus. 

In his spare time, Bob 
enjoyed time spent with his 
family. He enjoyed garden- 
ing with his brother Jay, 
attending all his boys sport- 
ing events and in his youn- 
ger years he loved to dance. 
He never missed a special 
occasion, holiday, or family 
event. He also loved to spend 
time restoring his cherished 
1932 Ford truck which dis- 
played the sign of the fami- 
ly’s farm “PALMER’S Strict- 
ly Fresh EGGS.” 

Bob was a devoted and lov- 
ing family man; he was an 
amazing grandfather and a 
wonderful role model. He 
had a great sense of humor 
and always liked to make 
others laugh. Bob was quiet 
and unassuming; he was 
humble and kind and would 
quietly go out of his way to 
help anyone in need. 

Bob was a “giver” through- 
out his life; he gave of his 
time, his talents, and his vast 
knowledge of many subjects. 
He was truly “one of a kind” 
and will forever be in the 
hearts of those who loved 
him. 

Bob was the beloved hus- 
band of Mary “Jane” (Ran- 
dell) Palmer, devoted father 
of Betsy Feeley and her 
husband James of Medford, 
Patrick Palmer of Wind- 
ham, NH, John Palmer of 
South Carolina and the late 
Robert P. Palmer, Jr., loving 
“Bampy” of Krista Palmer 
Green and her husband Ca- 
meron, Breanne Palmer, Ian 
Palmer, Katelyn Merryfield 
and her husband Jack, Ka- 
cey Palmer, Jocelyn Palm- 
er, Kerri Palmer, Kyleigh 
Palmer, Erik Feeley and his 
great-grandson Blake Mer- 
ryfield who was born on his 
85th birthday. 

Father-in-law of Alicia 
Palmer of Tewksbury, Cher- 
ished son of the late Doug- 


Wilmington resident 
Rogomentich named to 
Dean's List at UVM 


BURLINGTON, VT — 
Katherine Rogomentich, 
Class of 2021, has been 
named to the dean's list 
for the fall 2020 semester 
at the University of Ver- 
mont. Rogomentich from 
Wilmington, is in the Col- 
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. 

To be named to the 
dean's list, students must 
have a grade-point aver- 
age of 3.0 or better and 
rank in the top 20 percent 


of their class in their re- 
spective college or school. 


About UVM 

Since 1791, the Univer- 
sity of Vermont has work- 
ed to move humankind 
forward. Committed to 
both research and teach- 
ing, UVM professors — 
world-class researchers, 
scholars, and artists — 
bring their discoveries in- 
to the classroom and their 
students into the field. 
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Jeanne G, (Morneau) Mar- 
shall, age 86, passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 17, 2020. 

Jeanne was born on Feb. 
22, 1934 in Salem; she was 
the cherished daughter of 
the late Ludger and Yvonne 
Morneau. Jeanne grew up 
in Salem and attended En- 
dicott College. 

Jeanne worked in an ac- 
counting position in Beverly 
for a few years. She met her 
husband Joseph Marshall 


f * and they moved to Wilming- 


ton on Saturday, Dec. 26 
from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. A 
Graveside Service will be 
held in Wildwood Cemetery, 
233 Middlesex Ave., Wilming- 
ton at 12:30 p.m. All guests 
attending services are re- 
quired to wear a mask in the 
funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers, memori- 
al donations in Hank’s name 
may be made to Shriner’s 
Hospital for Children, Attn: 
Development Office, 51 Blos- 
som Street, Boston, MA 
02114. 

www.nicholsfuneral 


ton where they raised their 
four children. 

While being a devoted mo- 
ther, she held various part- 
time positions in Wilmington 
and later worked full-time at 


> QMI for over 10 years. 


Jeanne’s greatest love was 


: for her family. Her children 


fondly remember her relent- 
less care and doting support 
for them throughout their 
lives, and her grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchil- 
dren will always remember 
her for her big warm hugs 
and soothing smile. 

Jeanne held many fond 
memories of time spent 
with her loved ones at Sa- 
lem Willows, Singing Beach, 
and family vacations taken 
at Newfound Lake, NH and 


Jeanne G. (Morneau) Marshall 
Held various part-time jobs in Wilmington 


Wells Beach in Maine. All 
who had the pleasure of 
spending time with her, 
know that her love and spir- 
it will live on for years to 
come. 

Jeanne was the devoted 
wife of the late Joseph Mar- 
shall, loving mother of Dan- 
iel Marshall and wife Dar- 
leen of Westford, Kenneth 
Marshall and wife Maria of 
North Reading, Carol Ra- 
kers and husband Lawrence 
of Wilmington and Gail Ger- 
ardi and husband Peter of 
Cromwell, CT, loving “Grand- 
ma” of Katie and husband 
John, David, Anthony and 
wife Kim, Christina, Sarah, 
Emily, Gabriel, Samantha, 
Daniel, Peter, Mia, Dominic, 
Ryan, Devin, and Gianna, 
“Great-Grandma” of Emily 
Anne, Gabriella, John Jr., 
and Leah, dear sister of Ro- 
land Morneau and wife 
Joyce of Rochester, NH and 
the late Theresa Hansen 
and husband Vernon, and 
sister-in-law of David Mar- 
shall and wife Terry and 
Teresa Marshall. Jeanne is 
also survived by many lov- 
ing nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends will 
gather for a Mass of Chris- 
tian Burial in St. Dorothy’s 


Audrey E. (Irwin) Riddle 
Worked 40 years in Wilmington school dept. 


Audrey E. (Irwin) Riddle, 
age 88, a life-long resident 
of Wilmington, passed away 
on Dec. 21, 2020, at the La- 
hey Clinic Medical Center 
in Burlington. 

Audrey was born on at 
home in Wilmington on July 
10, 1932; she was the cher- 
ished daughter of Felix and 
Hildred Irwin. She was 
raised and educated in Wil- 
mington and a graduate of 
Wilmington High School 
where she made many life- 
long friends. 

Audrey's family was her 
number one priority and 
she loved them uncondition- 
ally; she was a devoted mo- 


@ ther to her children, never 


las and Ann (Gavan) Palm- 
er, dear brother of the late 
Douglas Palmer and his 
late wife Faith of Missouri, 
Richard Palmer and his 
late wife Rachel of Wil- 
mington, Ann Stewart and 
her late husband Ervyl of 
Harwichport and the late 
Jay Palmer and his late 
wife Chickie of Wilmington, 
brother-in-law of the late 
Vernon Randell and his wife 
Beatrice of Hampstead, NH, 
Carol Munroe and her late 
husband George, and Joyce 
Cail and her late husband 
Stephen all of Dunstable. 

Bob is also survived by his 
very special niece and God- 
daughter Stacey Palmer 
Moda as well as many lov- 
ing nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends gath- 
ered for Visitation at St. 
Thomas of Villanova Church, 
126 Middlesex Ave., Wil- 
mington on Tuesday, Dec. 22 
from 3 - 7 p.m. A Mass of 
Christian Burial took place 
in the Church on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 23 at 10 a.m. In- 
terment with Military Hon- 
ors will follow in Wildwood 
Cemetery, Wilmington. 

All guests attending serv- 
ices are required to wear a 
mask in church. 

Memorial donations in 
Bob’s name may be made to 
St. Thomas Church, 126 Mid- 
dlesex Ave., Wilmington, MA 
01887 or to Friends of Aca- 
dia, P.O. Box 45, Bar Har- 
bor, ME 04609 in loving 
Memory of Robert Palmer 
Sr. and Robert Palmer Jr. 

Arrangements under the 
direction of Nichols Funeral 
Home, Inc., Wilmington, MA. 

www.nicholsfuneral 


Located in Burlington, 
Vermont, one of the na- 
tion's most vibrant small 
cities and top college 
towns, UVM is a Public 
Ivy and top 100 national 
research university edu- 
cating 10,700 undergradu- 
ate students, 1,627 gradu- 
ate students, 776 certifi- 
cate and non-degree stu- 
dents, and 478 M.D..-stu- 
dents in the Larner Col- 
lege of Medicine. 

Visit uvm.edu. 


missing a thing that they 
were involved in. 

Audrey's grandchildren 
brought her so much joy; 
she looked forward to the 
times they spent together. 
Many great memories were 
made throughout the years 
with her family; times they 
will cherish forever. 

Audrey was well known 
around the town of Wilming- 
ton; always outgoing, friend- 
ly and met everyone with her 
bright smile and huge hello. 
Audrey spent over 40 years 
working in the Wilmington 
School Dept. She took a posi- 
tion at the administrative 
offices at the Roman House 
as the secretary to the spe- 
cial education director. 

She then went on to work 
for over 30 years at the Shaw- 
sheen Elementary School as 
the school secretary but we 


all know she was a mentor, 
confidante, and friend to her 
students and faculty through- 
out her career. 

Audrey loved the people 
that she worked with and 
the students she saw every 
day; she enjoyed going out 
with coworkers for lunch or 
dinner just to socialize. The 
group also had a great time 
and a lot of laughs while 
attending their painting and 
stitching classes together. 

After working for so long 
in the school dept., when she 
would go out, Audrey became 
a sort of celebrity. Every 
one knew and loved her and 
would greet her with open 
arms. 

Audrey was a big part of 
the Methodist Church Com- 
munity; they were her sec- 
ond family. Audrey regular- 
ly attended church services 
and would be one of the first 
to volunteer her time and 
talents to help with fund- 
raisers or church events. 

Audrey will be fondly re- 
membered as such a sweet 
lady; kind, caring and com- 
passionate can only begin 
to describe her. She was al- 
ways interested in the wel- 
fare of others and would go 
out of her way to help any- 
one in need. She was such a 
huge part of the Wilmington 
community, the Senior Cen- 
ter and the school depart- 
ment and will forever be 
missed. 

Audrey was the beloved 
wife of the late Charles Rid- 
dle, loving mother of Debra 
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Chureh, Main St., (Rt. 38), 
Wilmington on Monday, Dec. 
28 at 10 a.m. Interment to 
follow in Wildwood Cemete- 
ry, Wilmington. All guests 
attending services are re- 
quired to wear a mask in 
church. 

In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions in Jeanne’s name may 
be made to The Parkinson’s 
Foundation, 200 SE 1st 
Street, Suite 800, Miami, FL 
33131. 

Arrangements under the 
direction of Nichols Funeral 
Home, Wilmington. 

www. nicholsfuneral 
home.com 
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Pasciuto of Lowell and 
Kevin Riddle and his wife 
Rita of Billerica, devoted 
“Nana” and “Nina” of Mi- 
chael, David, Andrew and 
Kathryn Pasciuto and Ann- 
marie Riddle, great-grand- 
mother of Jackson Pasciuto. 

Daughter of the late Felix 
and Hildred (Reed) Irwin, 
dear sister of the late John, 
Bill and Edward Irwin and 
Laura Irvine. Audrey is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, co-workers and 
friends. 

Family and friends will 
gather for Visiting Hours at 
the Nichols Funeral Home, 
187 Middlesex Ave., (Rt 62), 
Wilmington, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, from 3 - 5 p.m. Face 
coverings must be worn at 
all times in the funeral home. 
A Graveside Service will be 
held in Wildwood Cemetery, 
Wilmington, on Wednesday, 
Dec. 30, at 11 a.m. 


Nine students earn academic honors at St. John’s Prep 


DANVERS — St. John’s 
Prep recently announced 
the names of students who 
earned academic honors for 
the first quarter of the 2020- 
2021 school year. 


TEWKSBURY 
Headmaster’s List 
Gideon Daley ‘21 


Cameron Eich ‘22 
Cameron Paolillo ‘21 


Honor Roll 
Aidan Silvia ‘22 
William Simon ‘25 


WILMINGTON 
Headmaster’s List 
James Callahan ‘24 


Dello Russo Family Funeral Home 
A Life Colebration® Home 


Family Owned and Operated 


ma, 


374 Main Street, Wilmington ° 978-658-4476 


www.dellorusso.net 


Jonathan Morad ‘25 


Prinicipal’s List 
Nicholas Morad ‘25 
Philip Murray ‘23 
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¢ 100% Cedar Wood 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
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WOBURN 781-933-1234 
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Attorney At Law 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


STEPHEN P. PETERSON 


21 MIDDLESEX AVENUE 
SUITE 105 
WILMINGTON, MA 01887 


978-658-8060 


Evening and weekend 
appointments are 
available. 


Estate Planning 


* Wills * Power of Attorney * Healthcare Proxy 
* Irrevocable Trust 
¢ Nursing Home and Asset Protection 


Secure Your Legacy Now 


You work so hard for your family, so knowing that 
you've planned for their well being and financial 
security can bring you peace of mind. 


CONTACT ME TO SCHEDULE A FREE CONSULTATION ON HOW 
YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR ASSETS FOR YOUR LOVED ONES. 


978-658-8060 


Email: stephenpeterson.law @ verizon.net 
www.stephenpetersonlaw.com 


Candy canes have been a 
Christmas staple for centuries 


aes 


By HEATHER BURNS 
News Correspondent 


here are several images 
that invoke the excitement 
of the holiday season. 

Santa and his reindeer, a tower- 
ing Christmas Tree, or a stocking 
hung by the chimney with care, all 
depict a traditional holiday. 

The candy cane has been an essen- 
tial component of these holiday 
scenes for centuries. Many Christ- 
mas trees are trimmed with this fes- 
tive candy. No stocking:is complete 
without a candy cane tucked safely 
inside, and no visit with Santa is 
complete without a complementary 
candy cane gift from the big guy. 

The red and white candy stripe is 
also the inspiration for many 
Christmas decor themes, wrapping 
paper prints, holiday tableware, 
and Christmas card designs. It is 
also an important gingerbread 
house accessory. 

It is fair to say the candy cane 
has an impressive influence on the 
holiday season, and for a relatively 
inexpensive price, the candy cane 
packs quite a holiday punch. 

According to the National Con- 
fectioners Association, candy canes 
are the number one selling non- 
chocolate candy during the month 
of December. Nearly 1.76 billion 
candy canes are produced in the 
U.S. each year. 

Most. historians will agree that 
the candy cane dates back to mid 
17th century Europe when pulled 
sugar (and ancestor to the modern 
day sugar stick) was all the rage. 
During this period of candy mak- 
ing history in Germany, somehow a 
hook was added to the traditional 
candy stick to make the first candy 
cane. 

Legend has it that a German 
choirmaster gave candy sticks to 
his choir boys to keep them from 
fidgeting during service. To get 
around the rule of no sweets in 
church, the choirmaster added a 
hook onto the candy stick to resem- 
ble a shepherd's staff in the Na- 
tivity story. By giving the candy a 
religious reference, this pleased the 
clergy, and the candy was allowed. 

Although many agree this is a 
plausible reason for the candy cane, 
it is more likely that the German 
candy crafters added the hook for 
ease when hanging the candy on a 
Christmas tree. 

In Germany, as well as many 
European cultures, it was a holiday 
tradition to trim the tree with cook- 
ies, fruits, and candy treats. The 
making of the. candy cane was a 
perfect invention for decorating the 
tree. 

After becoming a staple holiday 
tradition in Europe, the candy cane 
made its U.S. debut in 1847. A 
German-Sweedish immigrant intro- 
duced Wooster, Ohio to a blue spruce 
Christmas Tree decorated with pa- 
per ornaments and white candy 


Sheriff's Office increases mitigation efforts 


A Candy canes add a festive touch to Christmas trees, table arrange- 


ments, even your own front door. 


canes. 

Since then, decking the halls with 
candy canes has become an Am- 
erican tradition as well. 

Although the iconic red and white 
striped candy cane has become 
synonymous with Christmas decor, 
the original candy canes were pure 
white and had a simple sugar fla- 
vor for the first 200 or so years. 

The now popular red and white, 
peppermint flavored candy cane 
didn’t appear until the turn of the 
20th century. 

It is not clear exactly how or 
when the red and white candy cane 
of today came into existence. 

We do know that Christmas cards 
and other holiday publications 
made before the turn of the 20th 
century depicted candy canes as 
pure white, but publications after 
1900 picture the candy cane as our 
traditional red and white treat. 

The Christian faith is happy to 
place meaning in the red and white 
color. It is said that the three red 
stripes represent the Holy Trinity, 
or more commonly, that the red 
stripes represent the blood of 
Jesus. . : 

Besides the traditional red and 
white peppermint variety, today 
candy canes come in a wide selec- 
tion of colors and flavors, including 
chocolate mint, sour watermelon, 
and sweet fruit flavors like cherry 
and grape. However, traditional 
peppermint still remains a holiday 
favorite. 


Lie 


(Heather Burns photo) 


Candy canes have traditionally 
been a fun and inexpensive addi- 
tion to your Christmas Tree deco- 


rations, but can be used in many 


ways with your holiday decor and 
preparations. 

Attach a candy cane to bows and 
gift wrap for an extra special touch. 

A candy cane at each place set- 
ting at the dinner table makes for 
a festive favor. 

Add a few candy canes to the hol- 
iday centerpiece for some minty 
merriment at your table. 

Crushed candy canes can add some 
extra. Christmas flavor to many of 
your favorite holiday recipes and 
cocktails. 

Although the candy cane is ar- 
guably sugar simplicity at its best, 
the proper way to eat a candy cane 
has been a point of contention for 
years. 

According to a survey done by the 
National Confectioners associa- 
tion, 72 percent of people agree 
that the proper way to eat a candy 
cane is to start on the straight end, 
while 28 percent start on the 
curved end. 

My experience tells me that start- 
ing on the straight end is definitely 
the less messy route, but eating the 
curved end is more fun. I say be 
adventurous and go against the 
grain by starting with the curved 
end. Either way, it has that same 
magical, minty flavor that brings 
you back to wonderful holiday mem- 
ories with each refreshing bite! 


to combat coronavirus 


BILLERICA — Despite 
marking 11 consecutive 
weeks without a positive 
test amongst its incarcer- 
ated population, the Mid- 
dlesex Sheriff's Office 
(MSO) has proactively in- 
creased efforts to mitigate 
the impact of COVID-19 at 
the Middlesex Jail & House 
of Correction. 

Since the last positive re- 
sult in the incarcerated pop- 
ulation, 107 tests have been 
conducted with all return- 
ing negative. 

“With COVID cases ris- 
ing across the Common- 
wealth, the health and 
safety of all our employees 
and those in our custody 
remains our top priority,” 
said Middlesex Sheriff Pe- 
ter J. Koutoujian. “That is 
why we launched a new, 
voluntary testing program 
for staff at the beginning 


of December. This previ- 
ously announced testing 
program was initiated by 
our office and implement- 
ed in consultation with in- 
fectious disease physician 
Dr. Alysse Wurcel. It has 
already allowed us to more 
quickly and proactively 
identify cases among staff, 
conduct immediate con- 
tact tracing and mitigate 
the spread.” 

As of today, there are cur- 
rently 23 staff members 
out as a result of a positive 
test. There is no indication 
that any of the positives 
have come from the incar- 
cerated population, but 
rather through community 
exposures. 

In addition to the volun- 
tary staff testing, the MSO 
has also enhanced testing 
for incarcerated individu- 
als. While all new individu- 


als are screened for symp- 
toms upon admittance, all 
asymptomatic individuals 
are now also being tested 
for COVID on the seventh 
day or their quarantine, 
prior to placement in the 
general population. 

“As we have from the out- 
set of this pandemic, we 
will continue to work in 
close collaboration with Dr. 
Wurcel and the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public 
Health in the days and 
weeks ahead on mitigation 
efforts and response.” 

Among the mitigation ef- 
forts undertaken to date 
are: 

e Medical screenings for 
all newly incarcerated in- 
dividuals entering the fa- 
cility. 

e Requiring staff working 
inside the facility to wear 
masks for the duration of 
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their shifts. 

e Requiring incarcerat- 
ed individuals residing in 
cells to wear masks them 
when outside their cells. 
Those individuals residing 
in dorm settings must 
wear a mask at all times. 

e Issuing incarcerated in- 
dividuals a new mask each 
week. 

e Encouraging individu- 
als inside the facility to 
continue to follow CDC rec- 
ommended steps for pre- 
venting the spread of the 
virus. This includes fre- 
quently washing hands 
with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds and main- 
taining social distance. 

To learn more about the 
Middlesex Sheriff’s Office 
COVID-19 response, please 
visit middlesexsheriff.org/ 
covidl9. 
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Baker-Polito Administration 
announces further 
measures to stop the spread 


BOSTON — The Baker- 
Polito Administration an- 
nounced further restrictions 
to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in the Common- 
wealth, including new capa- 
city and gathering limits. 
These measures will go into 
effect on Saturday, Dec. 26 
and will remain in effect 
until noon on Jan. 10, 2021. 


Capacity Limits 

Effective Saturday, Dec. 
26, most industries in Mas- 
sachusetts will be subject 
to a 25 percent capacity li- 
mit including: 

e Restaurants (based on 
permitted seating capaci- 
ty) 

¢ Close Contact Personal 
Services 

e¢ Theatres and Perform- 
ance Venues 

e Casinos 

° Office Spaces 

¢ Places of Worship 

¢ Retail Businesses 

¢ Driving and Flight 
Schools 

e Golf Facilities (for in- 
door spaces) 

e Libraries 

e Lodging (for common 
areas) 

e Arcades and Indoor Rec- 
reation Businesses 

e Fitness Centers and 
Health Clubs 

¢ Museums, Cultural Fa- 
cilities and Guided Tours 

Workers and staff will not 
count towards the oc- 
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cupancy count for restau- 
rants, places of worship, 
close contact personal ser- 
vices, and retail businesses. 
All other rules and re- 
strictions in each sector- 
specific guidance will re- 
main in effect. 


Gatherings Limit 

Effective Saturday, Dec. 
26, the gatherings limits 
will be updated. Indoor ga- 
therings will be limited to 10 
people. Outdoor gatherings 
will be limited to 25 people 
outside. 

The gatherings limit ap- 
plies to private homes, event 
venues and public spaces. 


Elective Surgeries 

The Department of Public 
Health released updated gui- 
dance to hospitals around 
nonessential, elective inva- 
sive procedures. To preserve 
health care personnel re- 
sources, effective 12:01 a.m. 
on Dee. 26, all hospitals are 
directed to postpone or can- 
cel all nonessential inpatient 
elective invasive procedures 
in order to maintain and 
increase inpatient capacity. 
Hospitals shall make every 
effort to preserve their inpa- 
tient capacity by cancelling 
nonessential electives and 
redeploying staff. 

Patients are reminded to 
still seek necessary care 
at their hospital or from 
their health care provider. 
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1 Shaman 
or therapist 
7 Communica- 
tion devices 
13 Frame 
of mind 
14 Jauntily 
dashing 
15 Father 
of Horus 
16 Pass, as time 
17 Fish, in a way 
18 House buzzer 
19 Mexican Mrs. 


33 Rock tumbler 
stone 

34 Internet note 

36 Nairobi’s 
cont. 

38 Fem. saint 

39 Televises 

40 Look at 


41 Pioneered 
42 Clues 

43 Gaze at 
44 Time divs. 
45 Checkout 
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47 Bradley 
and McBain 
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22 That, to 50 Hun honcho 
Juanita 53 I-beam lifters | 

24 Mischievous 57 Borrowed car 
children 58 Less trouble 

28 Shirt or 59 Spanish 
blouse girlfriends 

29 Union flouter 60 Resides 

30 First-quarter 
tide DOWN 

31 Louis XIV,e.g. 4 Med. plan 

32 Off-road 2 Dawn j 
vehicle goddess 
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3 “Exodus” 8 Convention 

name site 
4 Pantry item 9 Approving 
5 Essayist’s 10 Pinch 

pen name 11 19th letter 
6 Esteem 12 Yon maiden 
7 “Instant” 19 Run of luck 


20 Dorm sharer 

21 Beehive 

23 Barbarian 

25 Paltry 

26 Glib speech 

27 Burns up 
the road 


house 
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29 Mr. Mineo 
of films 

33 Have being 

35 Handing out 

37 Took to the 
cleaners 

40 Prized 
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46 Petition 
48 Take a card 


49 Business 
encl. 

50 —— carte 

51 Jones of 
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54 Goose egg 
55 Sushi morsel 
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published legal notices go to: 


LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given to 
Anthony Lupo of 30 Highview Rd 
in Rockport Mass. who is the 
last registered owner of a 
2004 Ford F350 

Vin# 1FTSW31PX4EC79373 

that this vehicle will be sold at 
auction on or about January 15, 
2021 at A & S Towing, Inc., 222 
Andover Street, Wilmington MA. 
The vehicle will be auctioned to 
recover towing and storage 
charges that are past due. 
201231 12/23,30/20, 1/6/21 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 


The Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on January 5, 
2021 at 8:00 p.m. via remote 
participation for a Parking Relief 
Special Permit #20-05, plan 
entitled, “Site Plan Review 
Documents, March 12, 2020 
(Revised December 9, 2020), 
Gerrity Stone, 100 Eames Street, 
Wilmington, Massachusetts 
01887”, dated March 12, 2020 
and last revised December 9, 
2020, prepared by Patrick J. 
McCarty, P.E., McCarty Engineer- 
ing, Inc., 42 Jungle Road, 
Leominster, MA 01435, for the 
property located at 100 Eames 
Street and shown on Assessor’s 
Map 38 Parcels 4 & 4C. The 
applicant is requesting to amend 
previously approved Parking 
Special Permit #20-03 to allow 
for 59 parking spaces when 72 
spaces are required. 


The. public hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zZ00m.us/j/87255394339 ?pwd 
=d/h2TzdXRIhDSE9He 
UtmZXF4TGY3Zz09 or by calling 
in at 1-646-558-8656 and enter- 
ing Meeting ID 872 5539 4339. 
A copy of the plan is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
& Conservation and is available 
electronically and may be re- 
quested by calling 978-658-8238 
or emailing spelletier@ 
wilmingtonma.gov during the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
Michael Sorrentino, Chair 
Wilmington Planning Board 
201203 12/16,23/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


MIDDLESEX DIVISION 


INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 


Docket No. MI20P5403EA 


Estate of: 
Kathleen E. Blaine 
Also Known As: 
Kathleen Elaine Blaine 
Date of Death: 09/03/2020 


To. all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate; 
by Petition of Petitioner Karen L. 
Blaine of Wilmington MA a 
Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 


Karen. L. Blaine of Wilmington 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond. 


The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interest- 
ed parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration from 
the Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the. estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Repre- 
sentatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 

201212 12/23/20 


LEGAL NOTICES ARCHIVE 


All published legal notices are posted to the Massachusetts 
Public Notices website. To search the archive of previously 


www.homenewshere.com oR 
masspublicnotices.org/Search.aspx 


LE NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given to Luis 
Lopez of 3 Marble St Fl. 2 
in Haverhill Mass. who is the 
last registered owner of a 2014 
Honda Accord 

Vin# 2HGFB2F52EH519817 

that this vehicle will be sold at 
auction on or about January 15, 
2021 at A & S Towing, Inc., 222 
Andover Street, Wilmington MA. 
The vehicle will be auctioned to 
recover towing and storage 
charges that are past due. 
201232 12/23,30/20, 1/6/21 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Meeting will conducted 
via remote participation on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
7:05 p.m., in compliance with 
provisions of MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Request for Determination 
of Applicability, filed by Textron 
Systems Corporation, 124 Indus- 
try Lane, Hunt Valley, MD 21030, 
owner and applicant. This filing 
is for replacement of equipment 
and duct work. This work is 
within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, 
Bordering Land Subject to Flood- 
ing, and Riverfront Area as 
designated by the MA Wetlands 
Protection Act, MGL Chapter 
131, Sect. 40 and 310 CMR 
10.00. This property is located at 
201 Lowell Street, Wilmington, 
MA 01887 and shown on Asses- 
sor's Map 48 Parcel 73A. The 
hearing will be conducted via 
Zoom. The public will be able to 
participate by using this link: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/ 
84955908410?pwd=UIN5R 
WFmVUppRDIVTIpvVHd3Yzgw 
UTO9 or by calling in at 
1-646-558-8656 and entering 
Meeting ID 849 5590 8410, A 
copy of the application is on 
file at the Department of Planning 
& Conservation,» Room 6, 
Wilmington Town Hall, and can 
be requested by emailing 
cpepe @wilmingtonma.gov be- 
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
201224 12/23/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Hearing will be held in 
Town Hall, Room 9, 121 Glen 
Road, Wilmington, MA 01887, on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
7:30 p.m. in compliance with the 
provisions of MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Notice of Intent filed by 
U Haul Real Estate Company, 
2721 N. Central Avenue, 
Phoenix, AZ 85004, owner and 
applicant. The filing is for con- 
struction of a parking lot expan- 
sion. This work is within the 
100-foot buffer zone to Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands, Riverfront, 
and Bordering Land Subject to 
Flooding as designated by the 
MA Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, Sect. 40 
and 310 CMR 10:00 and within a 
Zone |! Wellhead Protection 
Area. This property is located at 
687 Main Street, Wilmington, MA 
01887 and shown on Assessor’s 
Map 31 Parcel 11A. The hearing 
will be conducted via Zoom. The 


public will be able to participate- 


by using this link: https:// 
usO0O2web.zoom.us/j/ 
84955908410?pwd=UIN5R 
WFmVUppRDIVTIpvVHd3Yzgw- 
UTO9 or by calling in at 
1-646-558-8656 and entering 
Meeting ID 849 5590 8410. A 
copy of the application is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
and Conservation, Room 6, 
Wilmington Town Hall, and may 
be requested by emailing 
cpepe @wilmingtonma.gov be- 
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
201226 12/23/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 


Deadline to place a legal notice for Wednesday’s edition is 
Monday at 10 AM. 


Public notices are published weekly. 


To place your notice email it to: 
legals@dailytimesinc.com 
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LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 


The Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on January 5, 
2021 at 7:45 p.m. via remote 
participation for a Sign Special 
Permit #20-02, submitted on 
December 10, 2020. Said 
property is located at 205-207 
Lowell Street, Wilmington, MA 
01887 and shown on Assessor’s 
Map 48 Parcel 73B. The 
proposed project includes the 
installation of one (1) 30” x 
48” (10 sq. ft.) freestanding sign 
structure for an industrial center 
with six (6) tenant panels at the 
Woburn Street entrance. 


The public hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zoom.us/j/87255394339 ?pwd 
=dih2TzdXRIhDSEQHe 
UtmZXF4TGY3Zz09 or by calling 
in at 1-646-558-8656 and enter- 
ing Meeting ID 872 5539 4339. 
A copy of the plan is on file 
at the Department of Planning 
& Conservation and is available 
electronically and may be re- 
quested by calling 978-658-8238 
or emailing spelletier@ 
wilmingtonma.gov during the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
Michael Sorrentino, Chair 
Wilmington Planning Board 
201202 12/16,23/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Hearing will be held in 
Town Hall, Room 9, 121 Glen 
Road, Wilmington, MA 01887, on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
7:15 p.m. in compliance with the 
provisions of MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Notice of Intent filed by 
Lise Nichols, 12 Clorinda Road, 
Wilmington, MA 01887, owner 
and applicant. The filing is for 
construction of an addition and 
related site work. This work is 
within 100-foot buffer zone to 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
as designated by the MA Wet- 
lands Protection Act, M.G.L. 
Chapter 131, Sect. 40 and 310 
CMR 10.00. This property is 
located at 12 Clorinda Road, 
Wilmington, MA 01887 and 
shown on Assessor’s Map 53 
Parcel 127. The hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zoom.us/j/84955908410? 
pwd=UINS5RWFmVUppRDIV 
TipvVHd3YzgwUTO9 or by call- 
ing in at 1-646-558-8656 and 
entering Meeting ID 849 5590 
8410. A copy of the application is 
on file at the Department of 
Planning and Conservation, 
Room 6, Wilmington Town Hall, 
and may be requested by email- 
ing cpepe@wilmingtonma.gov 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
201225 12/23/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Meeting will conducted 
via remote participation on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m., in compliance with 
provisions of MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Request for Determination 
of Applicability, filed by Anthony 
Martiniello, 32 Cary Street, 
Wilmington, MA 01887, owner 
and applicant. This filing is for 
removal of five (5) trees. This 
work is within the 100-foot Buffer 
Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands as designated by the 
MA Wetlands Protection Act, 
MGL Chapter 131, Sect. 40 and 
310 CMR 10.00: This property 
is located at 32 Cary Street, 
Wilmington, MA 01887 and 
shown on Assessor's Map 67 
Parcel 113C. The hearing will be 
conducted via Zoom. The public 
will be able to participate by 
using this link: https://usO2web. 
zoom.us/j/84955908410? 
pwd=UINS5RWFmVUppRDIV 
TipvVHd3YzgwUTO9 or by call- 
ing in at 1-646-558-8656 and 
entering Meeting ID 849 5590 
8410. A copy of the application is 
on file at the Department of 
Planning & Conservation, Room 
6, Wilmington Town Hall, and 
can be requested by emailing 
cpepe@wilmingtonma.gov be- 
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
Donald Pearson, Chair 
Conservation Commission 
201223 12/23/20 
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James R. Stronach 


Spent many years as a Teamster in Local 25 


On Dec. 17, James R. 
Stronach passed away 
peacefully at his home 
with his wife Audrey, the 
love of his life, by his side. 

James was born to Mal- 
colm and Helen (Gibson) 
Stronach in Boston on Aug. 
30, 1933. He is survived by 
his wife of 65 years Audrey 
(LeSage) and his children 
and grandchildren: Debra 
and her husband Jeffrey 
Carson of Richmond, VA 
and their children, Tiffany 
and Jeffery; James Stro- 
nach and his wife Nancy of 
Lowell and their children, 
Tara, Kerry and Nancy; 
Charles Stronach and his 
life partner Linda Kelley of 
Hull and his children, Ai- 
mee and Corrie; Donna 
and her husband Michael 
LaLiberte of Lowell and 
their children Erin and 
Katie; Timothy Stronach 
and his wife Lisa of Tewks- 
bury and their children 
Rebecca, Rachel and Re- 
nee and by Richard Stro- 


GIFT FROM PAGE 1 


the young clients. 

In some instances, 
young mothers are home- 
less, while others are 
“couch surfing” from 
house to house with their 
infants, relying on the 
good graces of friends 
and family to put them up 
temporarily. Some moth- 
ers find themselves in 
abusive situations. The 
lack of affordable housing 
has created challenging 
circumstances for these 
and many other families 
in the Merrimack Valley 
in “normal” times, and the 
pandemic has just exac- 
erbated the issue. 

Since the annual gather- 
ing was not possible this 
year, Tewksbury residents 
who usually bake for the 
big event, instead, created 
gift bags for over 50 moms 
and dads in the program. 
Several residents, includ- 
ing Rose O’Neill, created 
book bags which had 
child-sized masks in mat- 
ching patterns to the 
books inside. 

Lauren Cunningham en- 
listed some friends from 
St. Williams Adult Choir 
including Rita’ LaBella 
and Florinda Sullivan 
who made extra hats and 
hand-crafted masks, and 
Beth McFadyen organized 
members from Tewksbury 
Congregational church. 
Dasia Allen made gift 
bags as part of her com- 
munity service project, 
and Lori Carriere created 
hand-crafted cards to 
accompany the bags. 

Fran Cameron of Bil- 
lerica appreciated the 
diversion from a family 
medical issue to go out 
and work on her bags. 
Generous helpers from 
nearby Wilmington, North 
Andover and Groton who 
have ties to Tewksbury 
also pitched in as the net- 
work grows. Each gift bag 
included a winter hat, 
gloves, lip balm, hand 
lotion, a mask, and good- 
ies such as chocolates, co- 


A Sarah Leshay and Jess Ferronetti shop for 
Families Lowell. The gifts were funded by donation and were wrapped by 
clients of the Nashoba Learning Group. 


nach and his wife Anne 
Marie of Tewksbury and 
their children Kara and 
Kayla Mellen and Conor 
and Nicholas Sheehan. 

Jim’s greatest joy was 
spending time with his 
grandchildren. He is also 
survived by many great 
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephew who always 
brought a smile to his face 
and lit up his heart. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, his brother, 
Robert (Bob) Stronach 
and his wife Nancy of Wo- 
burn also his sister-in-law 
Sandra and her husband 
Chickie Tello of Medford. 

Jim spent many years as 
a Teamster, in Local 25 
working the docks in South 
Boston. His many hobbies 
included US History, read- 
ing, keeping up with cur- 
rent events and watching 
Boston sports teams so he 
could Monday morning 
quarterback with anyone 
who would listen! 


a 


Residents give back this holiday 
through Lowell Healthy Families 


coa, and even blankets 
and socks. 

While the gift bags are 
distributed to the adults, 
Girl Scout leader and 
Tewksbury resident Sa- 
rah Leshay coordinated 
the gifts for the children. 
Leshay and her own 
team of elves, Jess Fer- 
ronetti and Nicole This- 
sell, solicited donations 
and helped shop, reached 
out to friends, family and 
coworkers and were able 
to cover all wishes with 
donated gifts or monies. 

The home visitors pro- 
vided a list of items that 
would be of highest pri- 
ority for the children, 
and Leshay and Ferron- 
etti spent a morning 
buying the balance of 
the items. Donations were 
so generous that Leshay 
was also able to provide 
over $400 in grocery gift 
cards to the agency. 

Leshay has been in- 
volved since 2018 when a 
local social services agen- 
cy fell through on the gift 
side and has introduced 
several process improve- 
ments and streamlined 
giving. In total, 62 chil- 
dren were served this 
year with gift bags that 


A AB of Tewksbury helps wrap gifts for Healthy 
Families Lowell as part of the Nashoba Learning 
Group’s participation in the project. 


gifts for the children of Healthy 


Most of all, Jim loved a 
big family cookout com- 
plete with burnt hot dogs 
and being surrounded by 
his family! 

Services will be private. 
In lieu of flowers tribune 
donations can be made to 
the Michael J. Fox Par- 
kinson Foundation at P.O. 
Box 5014, Hagerstown, MD 
21741-5014 or on-line at 
https://www. michaeljfox.org 


‘ 


(Paige Impink photos) 


included warm winter 
clothing, books and toys. 

An unexpected benefit 
of the project this year 
was the involvement of 
the Nashoba Learning 
Group in Billerica. Amy 
Fong was looking for a 
project that adult day 
care clients could do 
safely, a tall order in 
COVID-times. Through 
Leshay, the NLG group 
was able to wrap the 
gifts for the effort, pro- 
viding clients with 
meaningful work and 
helping the organizers 
get all the gifts wrap- 
ped, sorted and labeled 
for distribution. Photos 
on the NLG public Face- 
book page show the great 
effort. 

Said Leshay, “There are 
so many ways for us to 
give back, whether it is 
through time or goods or 
monetary donations. Our 
community and those 
around us have many 
opportunities if we only 
look.” 

If you’d like to be in- 
cluded in the effort next 
year, send an email to 
Paige Impink 

paige@yourtown 
crier.com. 
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2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE 2017 HONDA FIT LX 


REAR CAMERA BLUETOOH, REAR CAMERA BLUETOOH, 
KEYLESS ENTRY. KEYLESS ENTRY, 5 SPEED MANUAL. 
WP0182A BLUETOOTH 33,189 MILES. WP0174A 


$11,398 $12,777 


scat 


2015 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD 


REAR CAMERA, BLUETOOTH. W210057A. 


WP0336. 


$16,498 


2017 NISSAN ALTIMA SL 
SUPER BLACK 50,647 MILES 
w201036B 

2017 NISSAN SENTRA SR 
TURBO, ONLY 14K MILES!! 

wP0277 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA 
SUPER BLACK exterior and Charcoal 
interior, 47,364 miles. WP0423 


| 2017 NISSAN SENTRA SV 
Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio, Input 
50,707 MILES. WP0446 


2017 NISSAN MURANO S 
AWD, ARCTIC BLUE METALLIC 

27,937 MILES. WP0351 

2017 NISSAN ROGUE 
HYBRID SL AWD 

40,348 miles. WP0337 


2017 NISSAN ROGUE SV 
AWD Heated Driver Seat, Bluetooth 
30,271 miles. WP0442 


ISSAN ROGUE 


$15,898 
$16, 488): Arent ie See aay 


$17,998 
$18,498 


“$11,548 
$11,888 


2017 NISSAN ROGUE SL 
Leather Seats, Navigation, AWD. 34,855 miles 
WwP0443 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA 
iPod/MP3 Input, Bluetooth, CD Player 
34,053 miles. Stock WP0413 


2018 NISSAN ALTIMA SR 
SUPER BLACK 34,634 MILES, 
WPO36? 


$12,998 ah 8, eee 


n, Back-Up Camera, 22,727 miles. 


$1 6,498 |: Ws SAN MAXIMA $ 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA 
Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio, iPod/MP3 Input 
26,463 miles. WP0404. 


2017 NISSAN MURANO 
AWD, Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio 
25,382 miles WP0427 


$13,798 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA NISMO 


TURBO CHARGED, NAVIGATION, HEATED SUEDE SEATS, ONLY 25,713 MILES. 


$20,967 


$20,929 
$20,998 
$21,486 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA 
Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio.17,428 
miles. WP0433 


2017 NISSAN PATHFINDER S 
4X4,GLACIER WHITE 21,519 MILES. 
wro274 


$13,998 


2017 NISSAN SENTRA SL 
SCARLETT EMBER ONLY 19,174 MILES! 
wP0281 


2018 NISSAN SENTRA 
Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio 34,113 
miles miles. WW200813A 


2 fom com Qa at oo ia m a 
| 2017 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
SL 4X4 Peart WHITE 
\ sd 33,149 MILES. WP0212 
2017 NISSAN ROGUE s sv 2017 NISSAN MAXIMA 


num Wheels, Remote Engine Start $16 91 8 igation, Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio 
i 385 


$14,978 


2019 NISSAN ALTIMA 


& 1 9, 5 35 PLATINUM super BLACK 7,357 MILES 


WPO0395SL 


$21,673 
$21,968 
$22,338 


2017 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
LEATHER SEATS, THIRD ROW SEAT, 4x4 
24,423 MILES. WP0273 


2017 NISSAN ROGUE SPORT S 
Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio, 29,563 miles 


$14,998 | « 
PA $15,21 


$24,883 


2017 NISSAN ROGUE ore ae oil Males 
Up Cai Satellite Radio 


ack-' 
M5 oan ne es Stock wP0372 


2017 NISSAN Maxima 
Navigation, Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio 
21,899 miles. WP0327 


in 948 niles.-WPO0354 " 5 Stoe Sete A 
2018 NISSAN ALTIMA SV $1 6 998 ase encarta roan dal SL $1 9, 708 
a 
$1 7,765 ss nies roa nese 


Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio 21,131 miles $1 5 485 
Stock WP0376 v] 


$24,998 


2018 NISSAN ALTIMA 
Back-Up Camera, iPod/MP3 Input, Bluetooth 
18,231 miles. WP0428 


2017 NISSAN MAXIMA SL 
STORM BLUE 50,814 MILES. 
WwP0231 


2019 NISSAN N MURANO, 
anoram) 
Roof. pene les WPOATS 


$1 9, 998)" 


Back-Up Camera, Satellite Radio, Bluetooth 
18,498 miles, WP0385 
|2018 NISSAN ROGUE 
1 7 968 ‘| All Wheel Drive, Power Liftgate, Heated Driver 
ti Seat. 35,556 miles. WP0429 


2007 Toyota veléa XLS Sedan 
H201315, Auto., Blue, 86K miles 


201 3 Hyundai Sonata SE Sedan 
H201165 Gray, 33K miles 


7698. 
$10,498 


HP685011, Auto., White, 76K miles 


H2100601, Auto., Save AAK miles 


2014 Mini Clubman sy ) 998 2017 Honda CRV LX AWD 
sha ta hor a Dy ee 
2015 Mazda 3 Touring Hatchback y 4 008 AN D PAY ie a ic i Li AR 2017 Honda CRV LX AWD 
HP684311, Auto., Gray, WK YOU H201083, Auto., Lunar Silver, 36K miles 


2013 Lexus GS 350 Sedan 


2018 Toyota Camry XLE Sedan. 


« $33,947 


“gaat 
119688 
ge 
519.998 


20: 16 Mazda 3 | Grand Touring ‘Sdn. 
HP70261, Auto., Black, 47K miles 
201 8 Honda Civie Xx Sedan 
1200884, Auto., Silver, 27K miles 

201 8 Honda Civic x Sedan 
H200985, Auto., Silver, 13K miles 

2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
NC7038, Auto., Burgundy N Night, 18K miles 
201: 7 Honda Civic EX 2. 0 ‘Sedan 
HP7021, Auto., Modern Steel, 15K miles 
2016 Nissan Rogue sv AWD 
H201282, Auto., Black, 43K miles 


2014 Honda CRV EX-L AWD _ 


* 14608 
114,698 
_ 114998 

14998 


$15,698 


H20124B, Auto., Silver, 30K miles 


$15,498 


2012 Mini 
Clubman 


2015 Subaru 
imprezza 


Jasmine Green ° 59K miles 


2018 Honda ‘Accord Sport Sedan 
H200982, Auto., San Marino Red, 32K miles 


201 7 Honda RV LX AWD 
HP7028, Auto., White, 10K miles 


2019 Kia Sorento LX AWD 
H2100291, Auto., Samigyio,, 15K miles 


2018 Honda Accord Sp § ort Sedan 
H201061, Auto., San Marino Red, 36K miles 


2018 Toyota ‘Rav 4 XLE. 
H201230, Auto., Black Currant, 33K miles 


$91,998 
2018 Honda Accord EX+L Nav. 


H210091, Auto., Black, 41K miles $99,408 
wm. R600 
23,698 


$19,998 
~ $0998 

491,298 
$21,698 


Ra Black * 85K miles RAGA LAB 
H210012, Auto., White Diamond, 75K miles ‘ 5 698 — ee beeen #H2011081 #H201318 ay Avail rlagiaden ie 
‘2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan § 15.908 eee S 2018 Kia Sorento EX V-6 
H201136, Auto., Modern Steel; 9K miles F ee H201115A, Auto., Black, 22K miles 
2017 Honda Accord LX Sedan s 5908 Nae J 2019 Kia Sedona LX 
I 


2017 Honda Civic EX Sedan 
H201030, Auto., White, 33K miles 


2016 Honda HRV EX AWD 
H201028, Auto., Silver, 33K miles 


16,898 
17,698 
17898 


2018 Honda HRV LX AWD 
H201069, Auto., Modern Steel, 23K miles 


2014 Honda 
CRV EX-L AWD 


Silver * 114K miles 


2017 Honda 
Civic LX Sedan 


sell i 20K miles 
E #H200874 


123798 
124,498 
~~ 126,698 


H201197, Black, 10K miles 


2018 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 
H201218, White, 59K miles 


2018 Honda CRV EX AWD 
H200851, Auto., Gunmetal Metallic, 30K miles 


H210030, Auto., Gray, 40K miles 


oe Honda HRV LX AWD 17998 LAPS Lactose ring bgat 495,908 998 
2018 Honda HRV LX AWD 4 7998 teenage com agopae gy 


H201126, Auto., Modern Steel, 39K miles 


2017 Honda CRV LX AWD 
H201079, Auto., White Diamond, 33K miles 


2019 Honda Accord Sp on Sedan 
H200979, Auto., Silver, 67K bd 


100, sx $18,498 
18,498 


2017 Honda 
Accord LX Sedan 


2017 Honda 
Ridgeline RTL-T 


H210279, Auto., Modern Steel, 44K miles 196, 898 
2018 Toyota Rav 4 Limited 


H201153, Me. Silver, 18K miles $96,998 
NC7035, Auto., Black, 37K ts 597.498 


2017 Honda Pilot EX- 


2017 Honda Accord EX Sedan ° WW ° i 201 7 Honda Pilot EX-L 

HP7036, Auto, Black, 16K miles 18998 go iet ONLY: moana eiresadley etek pana Honea Piled Wid se 27 OG 
2018 Honda Accord LX Sed 2 

ap ree pete too S18 Ouse rhthtariedatl octal eather day TT. 
2017 Honda CRV LX AWD 


18.998 


H200648, Auto., Modern Steel, 33K miles 


MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 


OFFERS AVAILABLE ON IN-STOCK MODELS ONLY. PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE TAX. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFERS EXPIRE 12.29.2020 
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MIDDLESEX EAST appearing in Daily Times — Chronicle (Reading, Woburn, Winchester, Burlington, Wakefield), 


Lynnfield Villager, No. Reading Transcript, Wilmington & Tewksbury Town Crier, Stoneham 
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A weekly regional section reaching 10 communities 
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_ Are snow days a 


thing of the past?? |%anta 


Many local districts utilize remote learning 


Atl FY, 
M a ! if 


BY PAT BLAIS 


Fever since Horace Mann established the roots of the 
state’s modern education system back in the mid- 
1800s, children across Massachusetts have eagerly antic- 
ipated New England’s infamous winter season in the 
hopes of getting a surprise day-off from school. 
But when 2020’s first nor’easter walloped the region late 
last week by dumping more than a foot of snow on local 
roads and sidewalks, thousands of the state’s frowning 
youths awoke to discover that school was still in session. 

The bizarre scenario that unfolded last week, unthink- 
able less than a year ago, is one of the unexpected devel- 
opments to emerge from the COVID-19 crisis. 
Specifically, because public school systems across the 
state were required last summer to establish more rigor- 
ous remote learning models, education officials in many 
communities have signaled an end to the time-honored 
tradition of calling snow days. 

Last week, school-aged children in Winchester, Stone- 
ham, Woburn, Wilmington, Wakefield and Tewksbury all 
woke up on Thursday morning and logged into their class- 
rooms for a virtual or remote day of school. In fact within 
the Middlesex East’s primary coverage area, only 
Burlington and Reading called for a traditional snow day 
in the immediate wake of the storm. 

“Due to the incoming inclement weather, Wakefield 
Public School buildings will be closed and students will 
participate in remote learning on Thursday. Principals 
will be providing a schedule and remote leaning guidance 
for the day,” announced Wakefield Schools’ Superintend- 
ent Doug Lyons as the storm approached last Wednesday. 

“Full remote snow day fun with Newton’s Laws and es- 
cape room!” Winchester middle school teacher Marebeth 
DiMare posted on social media after the district’s experi- 
ment with the new winter format. “We were able to review 
the three laws before breaking out with a partner!” 


Time on learning 

Last summer, when the Mass. Department of Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education (DESE) required all public 
school districts to create voluminous reopening reports, 
state officials suggested each community would be al- 
lowed to decide how to handle snow days. 

Months later, DESE Commissioner Jeffrey Riley con- 
firmed that authority will rest with superintendents and 
local School Committees. 

“The Commissioner has determined that for this school 
year only (2020-2021), if there are days when schools must 
close because of inclement weather or other emergencies, 
districts may choose whether to treat those days as ‘snow 
days’ to be made up later or provide all students with re- 
mote learning,” Riley clarified in an October advisory. 

For superintendents, many of whom dread the respon- 
sibility of calling snow days because of the frequency with 
which forecasts prove inaccurate, the ability to switch to 
a remote learning format likely seemed like a godsend. 

Making that decision even easier is the state’s mini- 
mum school year requirement. Specifically, because of 
COVID-19, DESE officials readjusted that normal 180-day 
time-on-learning mandate to a minimum 170-day school 
year with the caveat that districts will be unlikely to ob- 
tain any further relief. 

Since school systems in the region didn’t start classes 
until Sept. 15, a harsh winter with a plethora of snow days 
could leave communities at risk either running afoul of 
the state’s time-on-learning rules or pushing up against 
contractual deadlines for ending the year. 

Most collective bargaining agreements with educators 
forbid School Committees from extending a school year 
beyond July 1, so the flexibility to call for remote learning 
instead of a snow day decreases the prospects of extend- 
ing the school year too late into the summer season. 
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Complications 

Though originally planning to call for remote learning 
after severe winter storms, Reading Schools’ Superintend- 
ent Dr. John Doherty late last week suddenly reversed 
course after discovering several unthought-of complica- 
tions. 

In a letter distributed to parents on the eve of last 
week’s nor’easter, the Reading administrator explained 
that while finalizing planning for the snow event, he real- 
ized the district’s remote learning policy never accounted 
for teachers reporting to their respective buildings to lead 
virtual classrooms. 

In particular, when originally planning the town’s re- 
mote learning model early last summer, Doherty and a 
multitude of other superintendents across the state based 
their proposals on the idea that educators would teach re- 
motely from their homes. 

However, when teacher unions in North Andover and 
elsewhere began resisting School Committee decisions to 
start the school year in September with a hybrid learning 


WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY DECEMBER 23, 24, 2020 - PAGE B-1 


WOBURN * STONEHAM ° 
TEWKSBURY °* 


m.€. Santa needs your help! 
Sharing is Caring ¢ All proceeds assist local families 


Snow 10 s-2 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 


If you're going to make a 
movie about wish fulfillment, 
1980s America is about as 
good as you can do for a set- 
ting outside the Arabian 
Desert. 

"Wonder Woman 1984," 
Patty Jenkins' time-traveling 
sequel to 2017's record-setting 
"Wonder Woman," shuttles 
Gal Gadot's warrior to the 
era of Regan economics, 
parachute pants and "Rio." 
All have their cameos in 
"Wonder Woman 1984," a su- 
perhero parable of greed and 
fanny packs with pointed ref- 
erences to today. 

Two movies in, it's clear 
that Jenkins and DC Comics 


Ges ee ae & Box Office News 


Wonder Woman combats a huckster's rise in ‘1984 


have a thankfully different 
concept for Wonder Woman 
as a film franchise. Like its 
predecessor, "Wonder 
Woman 1984" is spirited, 
purposeful and_blessedly 
lacking in grandiosity. And 
both films place Wonder 
Woman not under the bur- 
densome heft of world build- 
ing or even universe saving 
— or at least Gadot comes 
across as too resplendently 
regal to ever seem weighed 
down. She's more a moral 
and muscular counterweight 
t (0) 
ego-driven male misdirec- 
tions, steering history 
through the repeating pit- 
falls of megalomaniacs 


Movie TO B-2 


Middlesex East Publications, in association with the Salvation Army will sponsor "M.E. Santa” this holiday season to benefit needy \ 
individuals and families in the area. In many past years, the Salvation Army has worked quietly within the communities. But this year it is asking for assistance 
due to increased pressure to provide services. Funds will be distributed locally in theM.E. communities which include:Wilmington, Tewksbury, No. Reading, 
Lynnfield, Reading, Stoneham, Burlington, Woburn,Wakefield and Winchester. 


Donations should be mailed to: 


“M.E. Santa” 


c/o Daily Times Chronicle 


One Arrow Drive 
Woburn, MA 01801 


There’s still time to give 


Ayes 


Up to 140,000 Readers 
each Wed./Thurs. 
in 10 Communities 
Local News 
Provided By 


Local People 


1 Arrow Drive, Woburn ¢ (781) 944-2200 


middlesexeast@comcast.net 


Middlesex East 


donors... 


“ie 


Alice Aittama, Winchester $100.00 

Joanne & Dick Kenney, Woburn $25.00 

Alfred & Linda DePaoli, Woburn $50.00 

Tim & Sharon Donovan, Stoneham $100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. David Trueira, Wilmington $25.00 

Linda Salera, Stoneham $50.00 

Roberta Fleming, Winchester $25.00 

In Memory of Larry O’Connor from Jean O’Connor 
and Family, Woburn $25.00 

R.G.P., Stoneham $100.00 

Beatrice Picano, Stoneham $25.00 

Peter & Nancy Kerrigan, Woburn $500.00 

Sally Duff, Stoneham $50.00 

Donna M. Weiss, Stoneham $100.00 

The Ralto Family, Burlington $100.00 

Barbara & Carl Bagge, Stoneham $50.00 

“SHREE”, Stoneham $100.00 

Michael Benenate & Kathleen Leland, Woburn $100.00 
In Memory of Carl J. Proia from Doris Proia,. Tewks- 
bury $25.00 

Carol Donovan, Woburn $25.00 

Ryan, Nicki & Krystal Clarke, Wilmington $50.00 

In Memory of Edward Leen from Marie Leen, Woburn 
$50.00 

Ruth & Jim Haggerty, Woburn $25.00 

Darin & Jacqueline Leahy, Stoneham $100.00 

In Memory of Dolly & Bob Paine and Frank & Mary 
Mooney from Tom & Carrie Mooney, Winchester 


ME Santa to B-2 


AMAZON DELIVERY - This image released 
by Warner Bros. Entertainment shows Gal 
Gadot in a scene from "Wonder Woman 1984." 
The film will be released simultaneously in 
theatres and on the HBOMax app on Christ- 


mas day. (Clay Enos/Warner Bros. via AP) 


Alist of contributors will be published inMiddlesex East throughout December. Corporations and individuals are encouraged to include their names as part ee ny \ 
of their donations as efforts aremade to promote the fund. The “M.E. Santa” effort is actually part of the Salvation Army’s ongoing service program. 
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Snow from page B-1 


model, the state intervened to quash the 
primary benefit of the competing learning 
format for teachers. 

“It is [DESE’s] expectation that teach- 
ers and critical support staff working in 
districts that have a remote learning model 
will report to their schools to work from 
their classrooms and educational spaces 
each day. Having teachers.and critical sup- 
port staff in the school will be beneficial to 
students, teachers, staff, and administra- 
tors for several reasons,” the education 
commissioner explained in an August 21 
memo. 

Because the state mandated the virtual 
classroom change after a majority of com- 
munities had already crafted their reopen- 
ing plans, central office administrators like 
Doherty, focused on the enormous task of 
resuming classes for the first time since 
the COVID-19 pandemic struck, apparently 
never reconsidered snow day plans. 

“As we began to peel back the onion on 
what this would mean, we realized that 
having a ‘remote snow day’ would create 
equity issues from some of our staff and 
students,” the Reading superintendent ex- 
plained last week. 

“In full collaboration, we brought our 
concerns to the Reading Teachers Associa- 
tion and discussed the challenges with 
them and the pros and cons of traditional 
snow day versus remote snow day. After 
much discussion, they supported the idea 
that going back to traditional snow days 
would be the best course of action,” Do- 
herty elaborated further. 

Other communities have also stepped 
forward to stipulate that snow days might 
be called this winter, despite the fact that 
the extra days off have not been built into 
school calendars. 

For example, during a School Commit- 
tee gathering last Wednesday, Burlington 
Superintendent Dr. Eric Conti explained 
that because severe winter storms are 
known to cause sporadic power outages, 
there is a possibility that students and 
teachers at individual schools or within the 


district as a whole will be unable to access 
the on-site technology needed to conduct 
virtual lessons. 

Conti, though acknowledging he plans to 
stick to the original plan of eliminating 
snow days in Burlington, also recognized 
that the unexpected days-off can be a 
morale booster for students and teachers 
alike. 

In fact, in order to reward the school 
community for weathering the trying and 
at-times chaotic start to the 2020-2021 year, 
the Burlington superintendent ordered a 
traditional snow day as last Thursday’s 
nor’easter slowly swept its way out to sea. 

“There’s rumored to be some weather 
event coming Wednesday into Thursday, 
and if that ends up panning out, the plan is 
to have an actual snow day,” the superin- 
tendent appraised the town’s School Com- 
mittee. 

“There’s enough that’s irregular about 
this year that we figured for our first snow 
storm, the kids should experience a day 
off,” he added. “I don’t want to extend the 
school year any more than usual, but if for 
some reason there’s a significant storm 
where people lose power, I’ll have to decide 
[whether remote learning is a practical al- 
ternative].” 

Conti was not the only local superin- 
tendent hoping to give a much-needed 
respite to staff and students last week, as 
Woburn, Wakefield and Winchester also 
called a surprise snow day on Friday after 
successfully convening a substitute day of 
virtual learning the day prior. 

Wakefield’s superintendent told the pub- 
lic that he came to the decision after re- 
ceiving feedback from concerned parents 
about the district’s planned elimination of 
all snow days. 

“Thank you all for your feedback. 
Please know that it was considered as we 
made the call to use our remote learning 
plan today and as we made the decision to 
do a traditional snow day closure tomor- 
row,” Lyons wrote in a social media post. 
“We are navigating this year trying our 
best to maintain a balance of time on learn- 
ing and necessary breaks.” 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR - W12 


WINCHESTER DPW WATER/SEWER DEPT. 
(Full-time Position 40 hours) 

The Town of Winchester seeks a qualified 
candidate for a Special Equipment Operator 
position available at the Department of Public 
Works in the Water/Sewer department. This is 
a union position under the SEIU Local 888. 
Complete job description is available online at 
www.winchester.us. Qualified applicants must 
possess a CDL with Airbrake Endorsement 
and a 2A Hydraulic License. 

Hiring range is $24.26/hr — $27.17//hr. 
Please submit a completed application, 
cover letter and resume online or to 
Human Resources 
Town of Winchester 
71 Mount Vernon Street 
Winchester MA 01890 


The Town of Winchester is an equal opportunity employer. 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


Maintenance 
 Shpecialist/ 
~ Plumber PT 12-DPW 


(Full-time 40 hours) 


Seeking candidates for a fulltime Maintenance 
Specialist/Plumber position at the Department 
of Public Works. Complete job description 
available at www.winchester.us. Must possess 
active Massachusetts Plumbers License, 
Building Supervisors License, Gas Fitters Li- 
cense & must obtain CDL License within 1 
year. 
Salary range is $54.875/hr - $74,590/hr 
Please submit an application, 
cover letter and resume online or to 
Human Resources 
Town of Winchester 
71 Mount Vernon Street 
Winchester MA 01890 
by January 3, 2021 


The Town of Winchester is an equal opportunity employer. 


Classifie 


Cleaning by Simone 
| will keep your home or office 
clean! Satisfaction guarantee! 
Good Ref. Resp. & Honest! Free 
Est. 617-930-1164, 781-935-5729 


Home 


Improvement 


HOUSE DOCTORS 
Handyman Professional Home Im- 
provements / Repairs. Ins / Bonded, 
lic.# 158222. Housedoctors.com 
781-944-7081 


Wanted to Buy 


ANTIQUES TO 
COLLECTIBLES 
\ntiq., furn., glass, — orientals, 
yaintings, jewelry, sterling, 1 pe - 
intire contents. No obligation. W. 
Nhite Jr. 781-933-1258 


Holiday Items 


A GREAT DEAL!! 


SANTA SLEIGH KIT CRAFT 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 
Selling easy & complete pattern 
with some paint, accessories 
and 1 drying table. Great Craft item 
to sell. I'll show you how to do it! 
3 kits built & ready to go. Call 
between 4-6 pm. 781-933-8140. 


Manny & Son Painting 
Interior/Exterior Wallpaper Removal 
Free Est. Low Rates 
Over 37 Yrs. Experience 
781-932-8299 


Real Estate 
Wanted 


All Run Down Homes 
Wanted for demo or rehab. Cash 
buyer, builder. 978-851-4851 


WILMINGTON - eta & 
SQ. ONE PLAZA - 2 Lowel 
2 NEW Renovated eis 
1,068 s.f. @ $1,800 / month 
Call 978-815-4116 
NortheasternDevelopment.com 


READING Commercial Space - 
2,000 Sq. Ft. Close to center and 
train. 2nd floor. $14. sq. ft. 
plus utilities and snow removal. 
843-837-9395. 


Land For Sale 


BERKSHIRES 12 ACRES $59,900. 
Wooded land on quiet country road. 
Minutes to Great Barrington MA, 
lakes and ski areas. Surveyed and 
perc tested. Financing available. 
802-447-0779 


FALL CLEAN-UP & REMOVAL 
or, U-Rake-em, We-Take-em 
with curb side vacuum pickup. 
Reading and Wilmington area. 
Call 978-479-9179. 


TWO UNFINISHED 
SKI CONDOS 
in prestigious Wilmington, 

Vermont resort. 

Foreclosure Auction: 

January 14 @11AM. 

2-4 hours from Boston, 

Hartford, New York. 

Thomas Hirchak Co. 
THCAuction.com 


Do Just One Thing 


tainers are an environmentally 
friendly choice because alu- 
minum can be recycled infi- 
nitely into new metal products. 
But when buying canned bever- 
ages like sodas and sparkling 
water, consider going for a box 
of cans versus a six-pack. Six- 
packs are typically bound to- 
gether with plastic rings that are 
not recyclable and can end up 
entangling wildlife 
<Sa=>\_ in their loops. A box 
of canned drinks 
aoa does not have plas- 
tic rings, and the 
box itself is recycla- 
ble! 


Beverages in aluminum con- 


MIDDLESEX EAST appearing in Daily Times — Chronicle (Reading, Woburn, Winchester, Burlington, Wakefield), 
Lynnfield Villager, No. Reading Transcript, Wilmington & Tewksbury Town Crier, Stoneham Independent 


ME Santa from page B-1 


$50.00 

In Loving Memory of Frank & Jennie 
Klosowski from Patricia Klosowski, 
Stoneham $25.00 

Richard & Elaine Haggerty, Woburn 
$25.00 

Mr, Peter C. Cain, Wilmington $25.00 
In Memory of Joseph F. Lupo Sr and 
Stephen J. Lupo from Madeline Lupo & 
Family, Stoneham $25.00 

Margery Bernis, Stoneham $25.00 
Lauren Preston, Billerica $100.00 


Movie from page B-1 
in- 
toxicated by power. 

Last time, it was German and British mil- 
itary leaders under the sway of Ares, the god 
of war. This time, it's a struggling entrepre- 
neur/TV personality who, in stealing an an- 
cient gem — the "dream stone" — from the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. (where 
Gadot's Diana now works), gains the power 
to grant wishes. Max Lord (Pedro Pascal) 
goes from deadbeat dad to despot, turning 
into a conman of mythical dimensions. He's 
a diabolical genie without a bottle, or to par- 
aphrase Robin, William's Aladdin, he's got 
phenomenal cosmic powers sans the itty, 
bitty living space. 

A snake oil salesman who placates crav- 
ings while stealing everything else is, you 
might say, a touch timely. "Wonder Woman 
1984" plays up its Trump critique about as 
much as it does its '80s style. In one scene, 
Steve Trevor (Chris Pine), summoned from 
the grave by Diana's own wish while holding 
the gem, giddily tries on all the period-appro- 
priate clothing like Ken's fashion show in 
"Toy Story 3." Best in the first "Wonder 
Woman" were the screwball fish-out-of-water 
scenes of Diana experiencing London with 
Trevor; this time the roles are reversed, and 
the charm a little less. 

What does Max's rise have to do with 
Wonder Woman? A huckster is a kind of per- 
fect foil to Diana, conceived from the start as 
a force for truth. (Her lasso of truth was 
modeled after the polygraph, an invention of 
Wonder Woman creator William Moulton 
Marston.) Jenkins opens the film with an 
Amazonian flashback to an obstacle course 
race on the island of Themyscira where a 
young Diana learns the value of truth. "No 
true hero is born from lies," says Antiope 
(Robin Wright). 

The dream stone transforms another, too: 
Barbara Minerva, a meek archeologist 
played by Kristen Wiig. Awkward in heels 
and most everything else, she mutters that 


Joseph & Jacquelyn Wells, Woburn 
$50.00 

In Memory of my parents George & Bev- 
erly Dwyer and my sister Karen Dwyer 
Canada from Tricia Dwyer Lawson, 
Woburn $30.00 

Richard & Carol Quinno, Woburn $25.00 
In Memory of Donnie & Sweetpea from 
The Falzone Family, Wilmington $25.00 
Paul Bears, Stoneham $50.00 

Rusty J. Brind’amour, Woburn $25.00 
Rich & Haley Haggerty, Woburn $50.00 
In Memory of Judy Kirk, Love Tucker 
Tom Kirk, Woburn $25.00 


she'd like to be more like Diana when holding 
the stone, setting off a metamorphosis that 
playfully remakes Wiig's typical screen pres- 
ence, and creates another foe for 
Wonder Woman. 

Just as in "Wonder Woman," I think Jenk- 
ins has left some opportunities on the table. 
The first film, despite being set in 1918 during 
WWI, omitted any real interaction with the 
era's then-flourishing women's rights move- 
ment — a vital source of inspiration to 
Marston. Likewise, "Wonder Woman 1984" — 
more focused on "greed is good" decade and 
its contemporary resonances — doesn't 
much pause to interrogate the 1980s' gender 
imbalances. Like the last movie, "Wonder 
Woman 1984" becomes consumed by its (ad- 
mittedly quite good) antagonist. It drags in 
the third act in a messy White House battle 
and a prolonged finale. 

But I still like these movies more than 
most superhero films. They feel both campier 
and more real than Marvel movies — more 
like the page-turning thrill of a comic book. 
The ambitions of "Wonder Woman 1984" may 
be just outside its grasp, but it seldom feels 
predestined or predictable — a preciously 
rare commodity in the genre. 

Premiering in theaters and on HBO Max 
in North America, "Wonder Woman 1984" will 
close out a year largely absent of super- 
heroes in a release plan that has upended the 
film industry. It's a very big film heading pri- 
marily to the small screen, at a time when 
the pandemic has made the escapist, pop- 
corn-eating moviegoing that superhero 
movies are made for impossible, or nearly so. 
That makes "Wonder Woman 1984" a nostal- 
gia act in more ways than one. 

"Wonder Woman 1984," a Warner Bros. re- 
lease, is rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture 
Association of America for sequences of ac- 
tion and violence. Running time: 151 minutes. 
Three stars out of four. 


BARK MULCH ¢ LOAM J BARK MULCH/LOAM 


[MLICH 
HE TE ecco 


BARK MULCH 
SCREENED LOAM 
SCREENED COMPOST 


781-938-8983 


PREFINISHED 
& UNFINISHED 
Specializing in 
Eco-Friendly Bamboo 
Installation available as well as 
sanding & refinishing 
Call: 


For your FREE estimate 


181-856-3109 


Northeast Tree Inc. 


TREE REMOVAL 
TREE SPRAYING 


mic, Aerial Bucket & Crane 
Also - Stump Grinding 


FIREWOOD 


FULLY INSURED 

it | FREE ESTIMATES 
P 781-935-1988 
781-944-9885 


|) For Emergency 
) pe ee 


Renovations * Blueboarding 
New Construction * All Types of Plaster 
Residential/Commercial 
Fully Insured * Free Estimates 
Prompt Service 


CACICIO 


PLASTERING 
David Cacicio ¢ Cell: 781-521-7467 
dayid.cacicio@gmail.com 


Screened Fill 
Crushed 


Site Pac 


Delivered or 
Picked up 
QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE! 


HARDWOOD FLOORS 
EVERGREEN 


TREE & LANDSCAPE CO. 


eS Deny & COMMERCIAL 
CLEAN-UPS 
) Maintenance Program 
Planting & Removals 


3 
Tree Removal 
call 893-9808 
781-760-5704 


RUSSELL FARMS 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


RE Al With A Minimum Load) 
sore hlig 
RED HEMLOCK 

DARK BARK "“3'5822* 
ENHANCED BARK 
BLACK BARK NO 


WASTE 
WoOoD 


Stone 


RED BARK 


Landscaping Services a More 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 
SCREENED LOAM (super Loam) 
STONE 3/4" & STONE DUST 


FIREWOOD 


Contractors: Inquire at Farm for Discount 
DELIVERIES 7 DAYS A WEEK 


781-938-8271 
479 Washington St., Woburn 


POWER WASHING 
' Q Sanitizing, 
Window 


781- 


Mike Rooney 
978-657-7250 


(Please leave message) 


TREE SERVICE 


¢ Marquis Tree Service 


— 781-272-6662 ——_— 


ies Foot Bucket Truck * 150 Foot Crane 


Formal Degree in Tree Care... We Can 
/ Remove or Safely Prune Any Size Tree 


PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Discount Rates 
STUMP GRINDING 


Fully Insured » Free Estimates « References Available Upon Request 


Place Your Find-It-Quick Ad Here at 


70% Off 


Retail Rates! 


Call: 781-933-3700 Ext. 375 


> 


" 
1 
ie 
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¢ MIDDLESEX EAST 
SPORTS WEEKLY TRIVIA: 
The Boston Celtics make 
their regular season return to 
the TD Garden this week for 
the first time since March 8. 
Who did the Celtics play in 
that game on March 8? 

Answer appears below: 


Reading’s Joe Pappalardo 
moving up the college football 
coaching ranks. 

After two years as a grad- 
uate assistant at Southern 
Mississippi, Reading native 


JOE PAPPALARDO (RMHS— 


Class of 2015) has moved on 
to Austin Peay State Univer- 
sity in Clarksville, Tennessee 
where he will be co-special 
teams coordinator for the 
Governors. Austin Peay plays 
in the Ohio Valley Confer- 
ence, which competes in the 
NCAA Division 1 Football 
Championship Subdivision 
(FCS). 
During his two years at 
Southern Miss, which plays 
in Conference USA, a FBS 
School, the 24-year-old Pap- 
palardo worked with the spe- 
cial teams coordinator. In 
this role, he was responsible 
for all opponent breakdowns, 
providing detailed informa- 
tion for each special team’s 
coach, the coordinator, and 
the head coach so that they 
could formulate the plan for 
the week. Pappalardo was 
also responsible for getting 
everyone’s weekly game plan 
put together whether that be 
Visio or PowerPoint Slides, 
along with creating weekly 
opponent cut-ups. Through- 
out the week, he ran all the 


 & Activities * * 
AB | Beem | f 


special teams scout units 
with help from the Graduate 
Assistants on staff. 

Pappalardo was also 
heavily involved in the re- 
cruiting and operations de- 
partment where he was 
responsible for running game 
day unofficial visits and writ- 
ing up evaluations for poten- 
tial prospects. 

In his second season, he 
was brought back as an Of- 
fensive/ Special Teams Grad- 
uate Assistant. He was still 
responsible for his special 
teams duties and took on ad- 
ditional responsibilities on of- 
fense which included running 
the scout team secondary 
during the week, creating all 
the cut-ups for each offensive 
coach, along with the oppo- 
nent scouting report and 
helping put together the of- 
fensive coordinator’s weekly 
call sheet, working specifi- 
cally with the tight ends. 

This past football season, 
Southern Miss went through 
three head coaches. The final 


‘coach, Scott Walden, came 


on as interim head coach. 
During Walden’s time, Pap- 
palardo worked closely with 
him and was given additional 
roles. When Walden was of- 
fered the head coaching job 
at Austin Peay, Pappalardo 
was: one of three people 
Walden took with him. 

As the co-special teams 
coordinator at Austin Peay, 
Pappalardo will have game 
plan input and share in the 
design and personnel deci- 
sions regarding special 
team’s units. He feels he is 
blessed to have an opportu- 


nity to do what he loves and 
to work for coach Walden, 
the youngest head coach in 
Division 1 at age 30, who is 
someone everyone should 
watch as he progresses. 

A 2019 UMass Dartmouth 
grad, Pappalardo was a four- 
year student assistant to the 
football team before moving 
on to Southern Miss. He 
played football for Reading 
High where he started as a 
defensive back and wide re- 
ceiver. 


Local 
notes 

Woburn’s MARC GAT- 
COMB, a 6-2, 195-pound jun- 
ior forward on the UConn 
men’s hockey team, has 
scored 2 goals in his team’s 
first 4 games. The Huskies 
are 1-2-1 on the season. 

A year ago, Gatcomb ap- 
peared in all 34 games as a 
sophomore and upped his 
scoring. output from his 
freshman season (1 goal) to 
12 points, coming on seven 
goals and five assists. He was 
also a +1 for the season after 
a -10 in 2018-19. Other season 
highlights included a multi- 
point game on a goal and an 
assist in a 7-4 home win to 
sweep Vermont. Gatcomb 
also had the game-tying goal 
to fuel a 3-2 upset win at 
home over No. 8 Massachu- 
setts last Feb. 28. 

Reading’s MICHAELA 
BOYLE, a red-shirt junior 
forward on the Robert Morris 
women’s hockey team, led 
her team a year ago with 22 
goals in 36 games for the 
Colonials. She scored two hat 
tricks during the season. So 
far this season Boyle has a 
scoring line of 2-2-4 in four 
games. 


college hockey 


High school hockey even- 
tually hopes for longer 
periods 
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In related boys high 
school ice hockey news, the 
MIAA ice hockey committee 
is thinking about a pair of 
changes to the sport that 
could make a big change to 
the sport in this state. 

The committee once 
again wants 17-minute peri- 
ods, and unanimously ap- 
proved a recommendation 
that the two-year’ overtime 
pilot program become a per- 
manent rule change. The 17- 
minute periods has been 
previously rejected when 
proposed three years ago. 

Both the Ice Hockey Com- 
mittee and Mass. State 
Hockey Coaches Association 
have pushed for the 17- 
minute period option several 
times in the past, most re- 
cently in the 2016-17 school 
year. The issue is to get the 
MIAA aligned with National 
Federation of High Schools 
rules that allow for 17-minute 
periods and _ two-minute 
minor penalties. The two- 
minute penalties was passed 
in 2017. Massachusetts high 
school teams play 15-minute 
periods. 

This effort for longer peri- 
ods is to help better compete 
with prep school sand junior 
hockey for players who play 
more games. 


Answer to this week’s 
question: The Celtics played 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 
at TD Garden in their last 
regular season game on 
March 8 prior to this season. 


¢ DO YOU KNOW SOME- 
THING WE DON’T? If you 
have information about a 
local athlete that you would 
like to see appear in this col- 
umn, please email it to 
sports @dailytimesinc.com. 


ret, 
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RECIPE 


ITALIAN EGGNOG 


foe | 
SANTA’S FAVORITE - Toast the holidays in style 


MARTINI 


with an elegant martini made with Disaronno, vodka 
and eggnog. For added flair, rim the glass with 
brown sugar, caramel and cinnamon and garnish 
with a candy cane and cinnamon stick. 


STEPS 

1. Coat the inside of a 
small plate with caramel 
syrup, sprinkle with brown 
sugar and cinnamon. Dip the 
rim of a martini glass in the 
mixture and spin back and 
forth and all around until the 
whole rim is coated. Place 
the glass in the freezer. 


2. In a shaker with ice, 
add the eggnog, vodka and 
Disaronno. Shake for a 
minute. Remove glass from 
freezer. Place one 
maraschino cherry in the 
bottom of the glass. 


3. Pour mix from shaker 
into glass and sprinkle with 
cinnamon. Garnish with a 
candy cane and a cinnamon 
stick. 


Ingredients 


® 1 oz Disaronno 


I 
bg 2 oz store bought 

' eggnog 

° Maraschino cherry 
'¢ Cinnamon 

i 

1° Brown sugar 

e Caramel syrup . 

¢ Candy cane and 


cinnamon stick for 


; garnish (optional) 


BURLINGTON 

1 Freeport Dr was sold to Dolan, Jennifer 
and Beaudoin, Daniel by Dauntless Path LLC 
for $679,900 on 12/03/20 

8 Murray Ave #11 was sold to Shah, Maulik 
and Shah, Rupa by Song, Jing and Lin, Song for 
$648,000 on 12/04/20 

16 Wilhelmina Ave was sold to Trahan, 
Daniel P and Trahan, Jessica S by Martin G 
Trahan RET and Trahan, Nora J for $575,000 
on 12/03/20 

5 Winona Rd was sold to Gurdak, Brandon 
by Weisel, Matthew W and Willey, Sarah L for 
$585,000 on 12/02/20 

NORTH READING 

1 Kristyn Ln was sold to Degregorio, Mark 
and Degregorio, Amelia by Harrow, Charles A 
and Harrow, Dianne W for $835,000 on 12/01/20 

12 Leclair St was sold to Coppola, John by 
Matyuf, William R for $495,000 on 12/01/20 

36 Main St #16 was sold to Vadala, Leonard 
S by Farris, Gail M for $179,900 on 12/01/20 

42 Main St #23 was sold Sorabella, Krista M 
by Shannon RT and Shannon, Brian M for 
$245,000 on 12/01/20 

50 North St was sold to Oskouei, Amir by 
Teel Timothy C Est and Teel, Peter for $575,000 
on 12/01/20 

8 Pine Ave was sold to Sullivan, Harold J by 
Balestracci RT and Balestracci, Victor J for 
$400,000 on 12/02/20 

READING 

57 Augustus Ct #7-1013 was sold Kotzuba, 
James and Kotzuba, Nancy by Barry, Janice C 
for $533,000 on 12/04/20 

11 Boswell Rd was sold to Taylor, James J 
and Taylor, Janet by Evergreen RET and 
Couillard, Albert C for $980,000 on 12/03/20 

20 Carnation Cir #A was sold Bird, Linda M 
by Crede, Andrew and Crede, Tara for $575,000 
on 12/03/20 

3 Evergreen Rd was sold to Heithaus, 
Eleanor and Heithaus, Joseph J by Capone, Ju- 
dith A for $624,000 on 12/04/20 

904 Gazebo Cir #904 was sold Ngo, Lily by 
Dolan, Jennifer for $405,000 on 12/02/20 

938 Main St was sold to Melideo, William L 
and Block-Melideo, Mara by Heithaus, Eleanor 
and Heithaus, Joseph for $505,250 on 12/03/20 

33 Pasture Rd was sold to Keller, Christine 
and Talbot, Walter W by Parisi, Pamela J for 
$1,090,000 on 12/03/20 

STONEHAM 

11 Elaine Rd was sold to Thibeau, Julie and 
Assaraf, Shimi by Orsillo FT and Orsillo, Vin- 
cent L for $480,000 on 12/01/20 

1 Elmhurst Rd was sold to Armand, Pier- 
lyne by Hoffman, Ann M for $535,000 on 12/01/20 

12 Everett St was sold to Oneil, Michael B 
by Oneil, Phyllis M for $400,000 on 12/02/20 

100 Main St #3-1 was sold to Attaoui, Sanaa 
and Taki, Naoufal by Malone, Alison Lfor 
$275,000 on 12/03/20 

150 Main St #12 was sold to Oyer, Benjamin 
D by Celli, Craig J for $225,000 on 12/01/20 

146 Marble St #213 was sold to Lam, Nguyen 
by Tersakian, Valerie for $365,000 on 12/01/20 

65 Perkins St was sold to Mian, Jonathan L 
and Mian, Kristin by Aghdam, Ryan B and 
Aghdam, Hannah R for $665,000 on 12/01/20 

22, Winship Dr was sold to Samantha, Bond 
by Jill Ann Larsen RET and Larsen, Jill A for 
$1,350,000 on 12/01/20 


e Real Estate Transfers « 


TEWKSBURY 

2500 Main St #107 was sold to Light Enter- 
prises Inc by JBA RT and Duda, Susan G for 
$52,900 on 11/24/20 

30 Oregon Rd was sold to Damelio, Jason 
and Damelio, Rachel by Parisi, Ralph J and 
Parisi, Annnette M for $490,000 on 11/24/20 

40 Primrose Cir #40 was sold to Mcnamara, 
Megan by Tarpey, Brigid M and Fitzpatrick, 
Jonathan R for $432,600 on 11/23/20 

865 Shawsheen St was sold to Avila, Brooke 
K and Coucci, Alexander W by Boudreau, 
Daniel for $430,000 on 11/23/20 

95 Starr Ave was sold to Lowe, Cara and 
Lowe, Tanner by Small, Donna J for $520,000 on 
11/23/20 : 

51 Stickney Rd was sold to Aime, Lucson and 
Dorastin, Natacha by Confalone, Maureen D for 
$595,000 on 11/25/20 

329 Whipple Rd was sold to Ek, Margaret C 
and Ek, Jason by Howe, Walter P and Howe, 
Dianne for $630,000 on 11/23/20 

33 Yorkshire Drive Ext #33 was sold to Mo, 
John H and Mo, Judy F by Feinberg, Steven L 
and Feinberg, Linda for $622,000 on 11/30/20 

157 Apache Way #157 was sold to Cummings, 
James by Theodos, James K and Theodos, 
Kathleen M for $335,000 on 12/01/20 

165 Astle St was sold to Guy, William and 
Guy, Virginia by Loretta M Bemis RET and 
Bemis, Loretta M for $439,900 on 12/03/20 

17 Brook St was sold to Geary, Frances A 
and Geary, Paul E by Fihs Helen G Est and De- 
fina, John J for $465,000 on 12/04/20 

204 Cross St was sold to Blanchette, Kyle M 
and Martin, Alycia N by Papa, Dan R and 
Papa, Amanda M for $525,000 on 12/01/20 

674 East St was sold to Cerbone, Joseph and 
Nguyen-Cerbone, Kathleen by Deackoff 
Stephen D Est and Deackoff, Gail A for $600,000 
on 12/01/20 

8 Grasshopper Ln was sold to John A 
Bocchino Jr FT and Bocchino, John A by 
Haslam, Bernadene M for $400,000 on 12/04/20 

38 Patrick Rd #38 was sold Torchio, Alyssa 
M by Difava Victor J Est and Difava, Stephen 
M for $335,000 on 12/04/20 

763 Trull Rd was sold to Roust, Karen and 
Roust, Charles by Dunn, David for $605,000 on 
12/04/20 

126 Vernon St was sold to John Paul Proper- 
ties LLC by HEC RT and Crosby, Lorraine P for 
$240,000 on 12/01/20 

40 Windsor Dr was sold to Phillips, George 
L and Phillips, Lisa by Baia, Michael J for 
$640,000 on 12/04/20 

WAKEFIELD 

7 Terrace Ct was sold to Fernandez, Neftali 
and Difranco, Debra by Breitkreutz, Cathleen 
L and Breitkreutz, William E for $535,000 on 
11/25/20 

22 Towncrest Dr was sold to Dussault, 
Christopher and Dussault, Lauren by Skulley, 
Sandra M for $925,000 on 11/24/20 

186 Vernon St #4 was sold to Kozlowski, 
Michael by Wilson, Robert H for $295,000 on 
11/30/20 

6 Avon Ct #1 was sold Gujar, Mrunmayee by 
Goloski, Richard A for $490,000 on 12/03/20 

3 Bennett St #309 was sold Rice, Fidelis G by 
Turner, Richard J for $513,000 on 12/01/20 

5 Drury Ln was sold to Bettencourt, Marco 
and Guo, Meihui by Palermo, SalvatoreC and 


Palermo, Carolyn A for $567,000 on 12/03/20 

Forest St #64 was sold R&W Lovis Ave LLC 
by Lovis Avenue T and Campbell, Andrew J for 
$440,000 on 12/04/20 

87-B Gould St was sold to Hogan, James and 
Hogan, Victoria by Brunell, Patrickand Cook, 
Kara A for $603,000 on 12/03/20 

111 Greenwood St was sold to Cadwell, 
Matthew P and Seamans, Jeffrey by Daw, Ju- 
lian and Daw, Britt I for $685,000 on 12/01/20 

18 Juniper Ave was sold to Bonitatibus, 
Justin M and Bonitatibus, Krista A by Doherty, 
Steven J for $800,000 on 12/01/20 

16 Wilson Rd was sold to Turner, Michael 
and Galante, Victoria by Cormier, Bradford 
and Cormier, Kelly G for $536,500 on 12/03/20 

52 Winship Dr was sold to Yu, Karmine and 
Yu, Karen A by Strock, Michael A and Strock, 
Heather E for $1,515,000 on 12/01/20 

WILMINGTON 

286 Shawsheen Ave was sold to Mission Rlty 
Dev LLC by Coombs Mary A Est and Coombs, 
Stephen P for $250,000 on 11/24/20 

4 Treasure Hill Rd was sold to Oneill, Adam 
and Oneill, Maryjane by Bennett, Kathleen G 
for $682,000 on 11/30/20 

4 Verdun Rd was sold to Englehart, Jessica 
L by Mcgrath, Corey for $455,000 on 11/30/20 

8 Allen Park Dr was sold to Aprile, Robert C 
and Aprile, Patricia by Daley, RussellD and 
Daley, Joan E for $650,000 on 12/04/20 

52 Andover St was sold to Prajapati, Ubaj 
and Kayastha, Sushmita by Webster, Jean E for 
$425,000 on 12/01/20 

4 Hensey Way #4 was sold Distefano, Angela 
and Distefano, Salvatore by Spruce Farm LLC 
for $650,000 on 12/04/20 

53 High St was sold to Yang, Yu and Zhang, 
Xiamei by Roy, Jonathan C and Roy, Shannon 
L for $955,000 on 12/03/20 

3 Pilling Rd was sold to Tucci, Kelsi and Be- 
langer, Timothy by Lund, Patrick J and Lund, 
Jennifer C for $550,000 on 12/04/20 

9 Pilling Rd was sold to Beaumont, Warren 
and Beaumont, Kelly M by Nartiff, Kyle C 
and Norris, Kristina for $520,000 on 12/04/20 

21-R Towpath Dr was sold to Solari, Andrew 
G and Solari, Maryann by Silva, Edward for 
$760,000 on 12/01/20 

WINCHESTER 

195 Cambridge St was sold to 195 Cambridge 
Street LLC by Miller, Martin and Miller, Mary 
for $855,000 on 12/01/20 

16 Gershon Way #16 was sold Oleary, Dennis 
M and Cibotti, Kathleen R by Bek Winchester 
Winning for $1,400,000 on 12/02/20 

268-270 Highland Ave #2 was sold Frechette, 
Rachel M and Frechette, Kevin P by Cleveland, 
William F and Cleveland, Kaitlyn G for $880,000 
on 12/01/20 

924-926 Main St was sold to Main Street 
Obrien LLC by Mcdonough-Ford FT and Mc- 
donough, John M for $820,000 on 12/04/20 

200 Swanton St #129 was sold Peggy S Fong 
RET and Fong, Peggy S by Malden, Jutta for 
$246,000 on 12/02/20 

7 Wainwright Rd #69 was sold Barger, James 
by Harriet Simpson T and Allen, Sarah M for 
$1,015,000 on 12/01/20 

WOBURN 

108 Montvale Ave was sold to Mui, William 
and Chan, Anna by Koffman, Loredana and 
Koffman, David for $565,000 on 11/24/20 


66 Salem St was sold to 66 Salem Street LLC 
by Papazian, Arthur D and Papazian, Jill A for 
$320,000 on 11/24/20 

74 Salem St was sold to Cramphin, James J 
and Hellen, Amanda by Williams, Justin D and 
Williams, Meaghan C for $590,000 on 11/30/20 

63 Willow St was sold to Strauch, Randy M 
by Willow Street RT and Thorpe, Maureen E for 
$565,000 on 11/30/20 

26 Briarwood Rd was sold to Petelle, Brian 
J and Petelle, Ashley by Magro, Rosemary and 
Petelle, Ashley for $563,400 on 12/04/20 

5 Brown PI was sold to Sherriff, Christopher 
B and Sherriff, Eliza M by Margaret K Rielly 
RET and Gunter, Barbara A for $410,000 on 
12/04/20 

16 Buckman Ct was sold Barrett, Samantha 
E by Lionetta, Daniel F and Lionetta, Irene K 
for $665,000 on 12/01/20 

36 Cambridge Rd #43 was sold Yakavonis, 
Michael J by Fandel, Mary for $505,000 on 
12/02/20 

15 Hilltop Pkwy was sold Berger, Steven A 
and Salazar, Norma C by Carolyn J Flaherty 
RET and Flaherty, Paul A for $670,000 on 
12/01/20 

2 James Ter was sold Devine, John J by Per- 
achi, Tracy or $489,000 on 12/01/20 

12 Lexington St was sold to Joseph, Edlira A 
and Vinci, Julia J by Gonsalves, Robert A for 
$712,000 on 12/04/20 

299 Lexington St #112 was sold Kim, Cather- 
ine C and Kim, Kwang-Soo by Shannon Farm 
Dev LLC for $999,900 on 12/02/20 

1046 Main St was sold to Patel, Kaushik R 
and Patel, Nisha by Patel, Bharat and Patel, 
Dipti for $400,000 on 12/03/20 

230 Main St #3 was sold Theisen, Janelle by 
Sammarco, Sandra for $435,000 on 12/02/20 

86 Mishawum Rd was sold to Scire, Michael 
D.and Kilstein-Scire, Ashley by Blaine, Joanne 
for $530,000 on 12/02/20 

212 Montvale Ave was sold to Papa, Jean A 
Lomaglio Vincent Est and Gerry, Vicki M 
for $560,000 on 12/02/20 

37 Montvale Ave #5 was sold Gevorgyan, 
Margarit and Ohanyan, Artur by Mcnamara, 
Carol A for $267,000 on 12/01/20 

5 Old Farm Rd was sold to Alperovich Kon- 
durova RET and Alperovich, Lev by Arnold, 
Michael A for $1,060,000 on 12/04/20 

7 Phillips St was sold to Merrick, Colleen T 
and Merrick, James P by Martin, Robert J and 
Martin, Margaret A for $313,000 on 12/02/20 

7 Pine Grove Ave was sold to Kelley, Derek 
and Kelley, Krystle by Baker, David L 
for $760,000 on 12/02/20 

LYNNFIELD 

3 Lakeview Dr was sold to Martinello, Katie 
L and Martinello, Thomas M by Abruzzio, Julie 
and Abruzzio, Robert J for $515,000 on 12/01/20 

20 Nottingham Rd was sold to Camann, 
Jenna and Conklin, Jesse by Cavallo, Christo- 
pher M and Cavallo, Juli C for $850,000 on 12/04/20 

15 Ramsdell Way #36 was sold Cunningham, 
Barbara M and Cunningham, Daniel P by 
Spring-L Realty LLC for $899,900 on 12/01/20 

2 Squire Ln was sold to Wilson, Ashley L and 
Wilson, Gregory A by Buonfiglio, Victor P and 
Buonfiglio, Carrie for $815,000 on 12/01/20 

22 Sylvan Cir was sold Gerniglia, Nicole and 
Gerniglia, Joshua D by Garrett, Wayne F and 
Garrett, Virginia M for $710,000 on 12/01/20 
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Albee shoplifter also busted for drug possession 


Monday, December 14 


9:35 a.m. - A 911 caller 
stated two females stole 
donation box outside of 
Brite-Kleen Cleaners. Po- 
lice sent. Officer went to 
females’ address but no one 
answered and went to the 
Clearners. It was a do- 
nation box, nothing stolen. 


10:21 a.m. - An elderly 
Indian male with a laptop 
wearing a blue winter 
jacket at Glenwood Road 
driving a dark blue SUV 
continuing down the street 
away from Main Street. 
Police sent. Town Clerk 
advised that they weren’t 
outside giving out solicitor 
permits due to the pan- 
demic. 


10:40 a.m. - Police out at 
Primrose Hill Road at- 
tempting to serve a war- 
rant. Joshua Simms, 33, of 
32 Primrose Hill Road in 
Dracut, was arrested and 
charged with a warrant. 


2:46 p.m. - The male 


came into the house after 
an argument and took a 


shotgun that was in the 
attic. at Tremwood Road. 
The make had a connec- 
tion to the house a while 
back. Police sent. Officer 
spoke to parties. Male par- 
ty was invited in by a step- 
daughter, no threats were 
made. This was a civil 
matter, advice given. 


4:59 p.m. - Police out at 
Shawsheen Street attemp- 
ting to speak with a resi- 
dent. Paul Fuschetti, 53, of 
721 Shawsheen St. in 
Tewksbury, was arrested 
and charged with distrib- 
ute class B drugs, posses- 
sion class B drugs (co- 
caine), possession class B 
drugs (methadone), and 
possession class E drugs. 


Tuesday, December 15 


5:41-p.m. - Male caller re- 
ported someone smashed 
the window in his French 
doorway gaining entry into 
the home damaging things 
at Milton Street. Police 
sent and filed a report. 


8:20 p.m. - Female caller 
reported a driver passed 


her in the no pass zone at 
Broadway Road. The cal- 
ler turned off the vehicle 
and turned on a different 
way. 


9:34 p.m. - Caller reported 
suspicious vehicle at Salem 
Road. Police sent, but gone 
on arrival. The police will 
stay in the area. 


11:32 p.m. - Caller repor- 
ted male party, intoxicated, 
sitting in front of Marriot 
Residence Inn in his truck 
revving his engine. Police 
sent. They spoke with the 
front desk employee. He did 
not see anything. 


Wednesday, December 16 


11:02 a.m. - Police at- 
tempted to serve a war- 
rant at Holiday Inn. Lynda 
Omar, 47, of 50 Snow Lane 
in Sandown, New Hamp- 
shire, was arrested and 
charged with fugitive from 
justice on court warrant. 


12:49 p.m. - Caller reported 
a lot of screaming and 
yelling coming from Ames 
Hill Drive. Police sent. It 
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was just kids playing. 


2:56 p.m. - Call from the 
School’s Greenmont Ave- 
nue who reported a suspi- 
cious silver car possibly 
taking packages. Police 
sent. It was a UPS subcon- 
tractor. 


Thursday, December 17 


2:04 a.m. - A pick-up truck 
appeared to have been 
abandoned in the parking 
lot at Ira Toyota and ap- 
peared to have recent dam- 
age to it. Plate has been 
removed. Police — sent. 
Someone attached a plate 
to the truck and drove off 
towards the Lowell line 
prior to his arrival. 


9:04 a.m. - A 911 call came 
from Holiday Inn. The 
female stated her name 
was Sara. Female hung up. 
Officers enroute. On call 
back female answered stat- 
ed her name was Brittany 
and Sara left. The female 
was gone on arrival. 


5:29 p.m. - A 911 call from 
Saunders Building State 


Police respond to multiple issues on Concord Street 


Friday, December 11: 


5:30 p.m.: A grey 2017 
Jeep Cherokee, blue 2008 
Chevy Silverado, red 2009 
Ford Focus, and white 2003 
Ford LGTCON all struck a 
metal toolbox lying in the 
middle of Woburn Street. 
The owner of the toolbox 
was issued a citation and 
they cleaned up all debris. 


6:11 p.m.: A caller repor- 
ted that a vehicle on Con- 
cord Street had almost been 
involved in a head on colli- 
sion due to the traffic from 
the Christmas light display. 
Police remained in the area 
to monitor future issues. 


7:12 p.m.: On Concord 
Street, a caller reported that 
the operator of a white 2021 
Toyota Corolla was throwing 
objects out of their window, 
shouting profanities, and 
almost caused a collision: 
Dayo Oduntan, 38, of 5308 
Inwood Dr. in Woburn was 
consequently issued a sum- 
mons for unlicensed opera- 
tion of a vehicle. 


10:12 p.m.: On Exit 39 of I- 
93 Northbound, a black 2012 
Honda Civic was reported 
as driving slowly and with 
heavy damage to the front, 
turning towards North 
Reading. The vehicle was 
later found to be smoking 
and with a guard rail wedged 
into the front. The operator 
was transported to Lahey 
Hospital and the state police 
took over. 


Saturday, December 12: 


10:22 a.m.: A caller on 
Burlington Avenue report- 
ed that a vehicle left tire 
marks in the driveway and 
made a loud sound, but left 
no damage. 


5:45 p.m.:.An officer was 
flagged down regarding a 
hit and run on Concord 
Street and 1-93 Southbound 
in which a black pickup 
truck with heavy front dam- 
age drove off onto I-93 after 
hitting a white 2012 Isuzu. 


6:47 p.m.: A caller on Con- 
cord Street reported a red 
2010 Lexus GS 350 was throw- 


ing rocks and yelling obscen- 
ities at the grey 2015 Jeep 
Cherokee in front of them. 
Peace was restored after the 
parties were advised to leave 
by police. 


9:20 p.m.: Wilmington Po- 
lice assisted their counter- 
parts in Woburn following a 
shooting at Jake n JOES 
after the suspects crashed 
their vehicle and took off on 
foot with firearms. The two 
suspects were eventually 
apprehended. 


Sunday, December 13: 


6:43 a.m.: A caller report- 
ed seeing a white Toyota 
Tacoma in the parking lot 
of Market Basket on Main 
Street with no license plates 
and a man with a dark jac- 
ket approaching Santander 
Bank. Police later con- 
firmed that the party had 
been a past victim of license 
theft and had removed the 
plates to prevent it from 
happening again. 


2:19 p.m.: Police issued a 
written warning for a 
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ALL INCLUSIVE OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 


Large second-floor office space in the heart of Wilmington with easy access to The Commuter Rail and 
minutes from all major highways. This space would be ideal for professionals or for a small business as it 
can be split up among colleagues or rented as a whole unit. 
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¢ Entire Second Floor 
¢ 2,500 S.F. 
e 5 Private Offices 


hands-free violation to the 
driver of a grey 2007 Ford 
Fusion on Cypress Street 
and advised them on ob- 
taining a Massachusetts li- 
cense after they had been 
presented with one from 
Brazil. 


5:39 p.m.: A caller at the 
intersection of Concord 
Street and Woburn Street 
reported gridlock due the 
nearby Christmas light dis- 
play. Police attempted to 
control the traffic with cones 
and stops, but it continued to 
be an issue for several hours. 


7:27 p.m.: A caller re- 
ported that her boyfriend’s 
black 2014 Dodge Dart had 
been struck on Concord 
Street by a white sedan with 
two females inside who had 
driven off towards Federal 
Hill 


Monday, December 14: 


8:19 a.m.: Animal Control 
officers removed a deceas- 
ed hawk from a property on 
Burlington Avenue. 
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* First Floor Shared Kitchen 

* First Floor Shared Conference Room 
* Back Stairwell for Private Access 

+ Partially Furnished 


* Heat and Electricity included 


* Landscaping and Snow Removal Included 


VISIT NORTHEASTERNDEVELOPMENT.COM/RENTALS FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Looking for reprints of 
Town Crier photos? 


Check our photographers’ websites. 


www.cookssimplepainting.com 


Under each photo by our photographers is a photo credit. 
Bruce Hilliard uses BruceHilliard.com 
Joe Brown uses joebrownphotos.com 


Hospital concerning an 
attempted fight. Officer 
spoke with staff on the 
floor who would take care 
of it. 


6:30 p.m. - A young male 
wearing a red hoodie and 
grey pants was laying in 
the roadway making snow 
angels and throwing things 
at passing cars at Lakeview 
Avenue. Police sent. Units 
searched the area but noth- 
ing found. 


Friday, December 18 


1:43 p.m. - Detective re- 
ported a suspect at Crac- 
ker Barrel Old Country. 
Eddie Anderson, 63, of 149 
Ludlam St. in Lowell, was 
arrested and charged with 
operating motor vehicle 
with license revoked and 
failure to signal. 


3:12 p.m. - An erratic 
driver at Dakota Systems. 
Nancy May, 52, of 315 


Broadway Road in Dracut, 
was arrested and charged 
with warrant. 


Saturday, December 19 


2:33 p.m. - Caller report- 
ed Grey Honda erratically 
drove at Loon Hill Road. 
Police sent but gone at 
arrival. 


4:43 p.m.: A caller re- 


ported a blue 2007 Honda’ 


Civic on Burlington Avenue 
and Castle Drive was driv- 
ing erratically towards 
Burlington, stopping and 
swerving as it went. Police 
notified their counterparts 
in Burlington after the ve- 
hicle passed into that town, 
pulling into a driveway ac- 
ross from Chester Avenue. 


5:57 p.m.: At Jimmy’s Ga- 
rage on Main Street, a blue 
2010 Toyota Yaris was in- 
volved in a collision with a 
deer, which survived and 
ran off into the woods. Later, 
it was reported that the ani- 
mal had died following a 
second collision with a blue 
2012 Honda Civic in Woburn, 
after which the Woburn Po- 
lice disposed of it. 


Tuesday, December 15: 


2:59 p.m.: Police assisted 
the Fire Department on 
Marion Street in getting rid 
of a tree blocking the road- 
way, telling the East Coast 
Tree Co. that they would 
need a detail if they re- 
sumed work. 


4:03 p.m.: After rear-end- 
ing another vehicle on 
Lowell Street and Main 
Street and driving away, 
Alanna Shebak, 25, of 540 
North Ave. in Wakefield was 
issued a summons for oper- 
ating a vehicle with a li- 
cense suspended for OUI. 


8:50 p.m.: A motor vehicle 
collision occurred at the 
intersection of Middlesex 
Avenue and Federal Street 
between a black 2012 Ford 
Focus and a blue 2008 Su- 
baru Outback. Police evalu- 
ated an infant in one of the 
vehicles, transported a wo- 
man to get a ride, and cited 
the Subaru’s driver for a 
marked lanes violation. 


Wednesday, December 16: 


2:51 a.m.: Kenson Pierre, 
40, of 202 Bryant St., Apt. 3 
in Malden was issued sum- 
mons for marked lanes vio- 
lation, negligent operation 
of a vehicle, and speeding 
after a caller reported his 
white 2015 Isuzu.NPR was 
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9:24 p.m. - Police out with 
a motor vehicle in the park- 
ing lot of Holiday Inn for 
suspicious activity. Units 
cleared and _ everything 
checked out. 


Sunday, December 20 


4:59 a.m. - A 911 caller on 
Highteenth Street stated 
she was pain and that she 
couldn’t take it anymore. 
She said she wanted to kill 
herself. Police and ambu- 
lance sent. Party was be- 
ing transported voluntarily 
to Saints. 


5:46 p.m. - A 911 caller stat- 
ed there was a car in her 
driveway and there was 
someone walking around 
with a flashlight. Caller la- 
ter stated that the vehicle 
was backing up at Bridge 
Street. Caller was advised 
to call back if they returned. 


6:48 p.m. - Loss prevention 
at Walmart stated he had a 
male customer concealing 
items in his jacket and leav- 
ing the store. He got in his 
vehicle and began to exit. 
Police sent. Joseph Post, 27, 
of 5 Sycamore Lane in 
Billerica, was arrested and 
charged with shoplifting 
by asportation, possession 
class B drugs and posses- 
sion class E drugs. 


in his yard along with a 
tree that had been brought 
down. In addition to this, 
stairs and a fence at 120 
Shawsheen Ave., two poles, 
and wires had all been 
damaged. Pierre was later 
reported knocking on an- 
other party’s door with a 
head laceration. 


5:05 p.m.: A motor vehicle 
collision occurred on Con- 
cord Street between a red 
2006 Chevy Trailblazer and 
a grey 2017 Chrysler Pac- 
ifica where one party was 
injured. A driver was given 
a written warning for driv- 
ing while texting. 


7:21 p.m.: Keolis reported 
that an intoxicated man 
punched a train conductor 
in the MBTA parking lot on 
Main Street before running 
off. The victim did not wish 
to pursue the matter. 


9:04 p.m.: A caller on 
Stone Street reported a man 
matching the description of 
the earlier intoxicated man 
was standing by her shed, 
but fled when she asked 
what he was doing. He was 
later found sitting at CVS 
with staff permission. 


Thursday, December 17: 


6:20 a.m.: Kyunghee Ven- 
zina, 51, of 4321 Avalon Dr. 
was issued a summons for 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license 
and unsafe operation of a 
motor vehicle after she hit 
a snowbank and became 
stuck because of a failure to 
clear snow from the vehicle. 
In addition, her license and 
plates were confiscated. 


2:01 p.m.: Police at Tex- 
tron on Lowell Street assi- 
sted a black 2014 Honda 
Pilot in getting back on the 
road after it had slid down 
a hill and into a snowbank. 


3:41 p.m.: A grey 2005 Ford 
F150 plow truck struck and 
damaged a fence at 130 
Salem Street and a mailbox 
at 132 Salem St., causing no 
injuries. The operator had 
their employer help remove 
the vehicle, keeping it out of 
traffic. 
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Looking for a_ last- 
minute gift idea? Here's 
one: Donate to your local 
food bank, and send the 
folks on your annual card 
list a note, telling them 
you've made a contribution 
in their name. 

The COVID-19 pan- 
demic has triggered a sec- 
ond plague sweeping 
America -- hunger -- and 
there's no vaccine for this 
one. But each of us can 
help inoculate our fellow 
citizens against despera- 
tion and despair by gener- 
ously giving the best gift of 
all: kindness. 

As parents have lost 
time at work and children 
have lost time at school - 
where they could receive 
free or subsidized meals -- 
food insecurity has sky- 
rocketed. A survey by the 
Center on Budget and Pol- 
icy Priorities, a progres- 
sive think tank, found that 
"almost 26 million adults 
said their households ei- 
ther sometimes or often 
did not have enough to eat 
in the prior seven days," 
reports CNBC. That 
amounts to 12% of all 
adults, up from just 3.7% 
who suffered from hunger 
last year. Among house- 
holds with children, 16% 
report facing food short- 
ages. 


Stimulus bills passed 


last spring helped alleviate 
hunger in a variety of 
ways, and there's still hope 
that Congress will adopt a 
new measure containing 
food aid before adjourning 
for the holidays. But the 
pressing need for help on 
the local level will still be 
acute, no matter what law- 
makers do. 

"We're kind of bracing 
ourselves for an awful Jan- 
uary and increased de- 
mand," Michael Flood, 
president of the Los Ange- 
les Regional Food Bank, 
told CNBC. 

"No crisis has ever 
Strained” our ability to 
serve those in need as 
much as coronavirus," said 
Derrick Chubbs, president 
of the Central Texas Food 
Bank, to The Washington 
Post. 

The promise of wide- 
spread vaccinations means 
that "far off in the dis- 
tance, there is sunlight," 
said economist Ernie 
Tedeschi of the accounting 
firm Evercore ISI in the 
Post. But in the short‘run, 
"we're going to have a few 
of the toughest months of 
this pandemic, and there 
will be a lot of sears left to 
heal." 

There is, of course, the 
burning moral question: 
How can the richest nation 
in the world permit so 
many of its citizens to suf- 
fer these hardships? But 
widespread hunger also 
has a devastating practical 
impact that diminishes us 
all. Children who lack food 
are less likely to learn 
well, stay in school, ac- 
quire credentials, find good 
jobs, support themselves 
and pay taxes. 

A major report from the 
Brookings Institution puts 
it this way: "There are im- 
mediate and long-term 
health consequences to in- 
adequate nutrition and 
limited access to food. 
Children born into food-in- 
secure households risk 
birth defects, and children 
living in food-insecure 
households tend to have a 
lower health-related qual- 
ity of life, higher rates of 
asthma, less nutritious 
diets, anemia, and cogni- 
tive and behavioral prob- 
lems that affect well-being 
and school performance." 

The report continued: 
"In the first five years of 
life - the foundational 
years for brain and physi- 
cal development -- food in- 
security directly and 
indirectly impedes healthy 
development." 

Hunger tends to be com- 
pounded by other depriva- 
tions, as Lisa Davis of the 
No Kid Hungry campaign 


BY STEVEN 
ROBERTS 


(Steven Roberts 
teaches politics and jour- 
nalism at George Wash- 
ington University. He can 
be contacted by email at 
stevecokie@gmail.com.) 


told ABC: "The same chil- 
dren that are experiencing 
food insecurity, in most 
cases, are the same kids 
that face challenges and 
inequities in accessing on- 
line learning. And if we 
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The best gift of all 


don't take action, we're 
risking losing a generation 
of low-income children." 
Some federal efforts 
are running out of money 
as the end of the year ap- 
proaches, placing greater 
strains on local feeding 
programs. Lawdia 
Kennedy told the Post that 
the food drive she runs in 
suburban Atlanta depends 
heavily on one govern- 
ment initiative, the Farm- 
ers to Families Food Box 
program, which is now out 
of funds. } 
"The needs are beyond 
what we can compre- 
hend," said Kennedy. "We 
had three truckloads 
scheduled for Saturday, 
and they just vanished. 
Six states are right now 
being told there will be no 
food, right before Christ- 
mas. It's hard to put into 
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words what this means for 
the families I serve." 

Feeding America, the 
nation's largest anti- 
hunger network with 200 
outlets, reports a 60% in- 
crease in traffic since the 
onset of the pandemic, 
says the Associated Press. 
Four in 10 clients are first- 
time users like Donna 
Duerr, who has disabilities 
caused by recent surgeries 
and whose husband lost 
his job a pipefitter. 

"This is a hard thing, to 
accept that you have to do 
this," she said at a food 
bank in New Orleans. "I 
either pay bills or get 
food." 

There are countless 
Donnas out there this hol- 
iday season. They need 
our help. And you don't 
have to worry about what 
size they wear. 


The complicated realities 
of COVID-tide in 2020 


Rather than preparing 
for a joyous Christmastide, 
believers are making 
tough decisions about how 
to celebrate during a sea- 
son some call COVID-tide. 

What about that 
beloved Christmas cantata 
or children's pageant? 
Government regulations 
about singing vary nation- 
wide. 

All those parties and 
dinners on the December 
calendar? Church officials 
may shut them down -- or, 
perhaps, look the other 


way. 
The. most emotional 
question: What about 


Christmas Eve, with glow- 
ing sanctuaries full of fam- 
ilies gathered from near 
and afar, dressed in festive 
holiday attire? In most 
churches, some members 
will be allowed inside, 
while others stay home - 
as during 2020's Holy Week 
and Easter -- holding can- 
dles while facing computer 
screens. 

No one knows what will 


happen, especially in 
Protestant flocks where 
holiday traditions are 


more flexible and evolve 
from year to year. 

Nevertheless, about 
50% of American adults 
who typically go to church 
at Christmas hope to do so 
this year, according to a 
study by LifeWay Re- 
search in Nashville. In 
fact, another 15% of par- 
ticipants in the online sur- 
vey said they were more 
likely to attend a service 
this year. However, 35% of 
typical churchgoers said 
they're more likely to stay 
home. 

"About 50% of America 
(is) saying, 'We're going to 
do what we're going to 
do,'" said Tim McConnell, 
LifeWay's executive direc- 
tor. Since this survey was 
done before the recent 
coronavirus spike, "that 
makes things even more 
unpredictable" than they 
were already. 

The survey results 
seem deceptively ordinary, 
but tensions emerge in key 
details. The survey focused 
on believers and _ the 


BY 


TERRY MATTINGLY 


(Terry Mattingly leads Ge- 
tReligion.org and lives in 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He is 
a senior fellow at the Overby 
Center at the University of 
Mississippi.) 


unchurched, but included 
an oversample of self-iden- 
tified evangelical Protes- 
tants. 

"It's easy to look 
at these numbers and see 
that half the people say 
they will be having Christ- 
mas as usual. Then there's 
another group of people 
who say they plan to do 
even more," he said. "Then 
you look at the bigger pic- 
ture, and there's that other 
third that's missing. That's 
probably the large group 
of Americans who are 
older and at higher risk. ... 

"That's some important 
people in our families and 
churches -- like grandpar- 
ents. That's some impor- 
tant people who are not 
going to be having a nor- 
mal Christmas, whatever 
‘normal’ means _ right 
now." 

Here are some addi- 
tional details from the sur- 
vey, which was conducted 
in September: 

- In America as a 
whole, 93% of adults will 
celebrate Christmas in one 
form or other -- a percent- 
age that has changed little 
in LifeWay surveys for a 
decade. Catholics (98%) 
and Protestants (95%) are 
most likely to do so. How- 
ever, 81% of believers in 
other faiths said they 
would celebrate the holi- 
day in some way -- along 
with 88% of the "reli- 
giously unaffiliated," or 
"nones." 

-- Women are, as a rule, 
more active in religious 
life than men. Thus, the 
survey found that 94% of 
women said they planned 
to celebrate the holiday, as 
opposed to 91% of men. In 
what appears to be a nod 
to COVID-19 risks, only 
87% of Americans 65 or 
older said they would ob- 


serve Christmas. 

-- In light of travel re- 
strictions and other risks, 
35% of those surveyed said 
they expect to spend less 
time with family _ this 
Christmas. Nearly half 
(47%) indicted that their 
plans remain the same, 
while 13% said that they 
were planning to spend 
more time with family 
than usual. Once again, 
older Americans -- 43% of 
those aged 50-64 and 38% of 
those 65 and up -- expected 
to spend less time with 
family this year. 

-- Evangelical Protes- 
tants were the most likely 
survey participants to say 
that they planned to "do 
even more" this Christmas 
-- including traveling to 
visit family (18%), give 
more gifts (15%) and focus 
on spiritual "reflections" 
(39%). 

McConnell noted that 
different groups of Ameri- 
cans -- in churches and 
otherwise -- tend to "check 
off the Christmas box" on 
their calendars in different 
ways. 

In some regions, it may 
be possible to move some 
services and musical 
events outdoors. Others 
will focus on finding new 
ways to connect with peo- 
ple at home -- like Harvest 
Church in Eugene, Oregon, 
which has _ prepared 
"Christmas Eve in a Box" 
kits with candles, orna- 
ments, a Bible, hot cocoa 
and candy. 

"Many churches have 
been especially innovative 
during this crisis," said 
McConnell. "I think we'll 
see more of that this 
Christmas ... even though 
many churches don't have 
a reputation for being inno- 
vative when it comes to 
technology." 
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By SCOTT J. MULLOWNEY 
Staff Columnist 


Home for 
the holidays 


I’ll Be Home For Christmas is the most ironic 
song of the 2020 holiday season. Because of the pan- 
demic, most of us have no choice but to be home for 
Christmas. 

If you are one of the annual travelers who jour- 
ney home for Christmas, it's safe to say you proba- 
bly won’t be home for Christmas this year. You 
might have to settle for “if only in your dreams”, 
like the singer says. Try listening to that song with- 
out tearing up especially if you have loved ones you 
won’t be seeing this year. Blue Christmas is more 
like it, that's what I'll be having. 

To say the holidays have been difficult during the 
pandemic is an understatement. Before we entered 
the current “new normal”, our last “normal” holi- 
day was Valentine’s Day way back in February, you 
remember, before the world changed. I hope every- 
one enjoyed date night, a nice meal in a nice restau- 
rant (indoors! ), and slowly strolling along crowded 
city streets holding hands with loved ones without 
any thoughts of Purell™ to ruin the mood. 

The month of April gave us Easter and our first 
experience with Zoom™ for the holidays. To say 
something was missing is an understatement. The 
family’s familiar faces were there, mostly, except 
for relatives who were trying to adjust screens, 
press buttons and speak at the same time. Wishes 
of “Happy Easter” became “Can you hear me now? 
I think I’m on mute. Hello...?” Pure joy. 

There was hope in the spring that the number of 
virus cases would decrease. Reports hinted that the 
virus doesn’t like the sun or warm weather. Unfor- 
tunately, thousands of Spring Breakers still do. And 
when all of those traveling college students re- 
turned from their week-long Bacchanalian parties 
on the Florida coast, they brought the virus home 
with them. Sharing is caring after all. 

Governor Baker was criticized for his invasive 
lockdowns, mask mandates and social gathering re- 
strictions. Social justice protesters were exempt 
from the rules, chanting as they congregated on the 
streets. At the same time, church congregations 
were silenced from singing hymns. Something 
didn’t seem right. Everyone everywhere was out- 
raged about everything. 

Summertime brought an onslaught of racial vio- 
lence and demand for social change. Outdoor dining 
became all the rage by necessity. People were hun- 
gry for a morsel of normalcy even if it meant dining 
on the street behind cement road barriers. The 
number of virus cases seemed to level off. But this 
disease proved to be as fickle and unpredictable as 
New England weather. 

August arrived delivering a new set of problems 
to contend with. Children were ready to return to 
school but no one could decide the correct course 
of action. Home-schooling Zoom™ classrooms left a 
lot to be desired. Some parents wanted their chil- 
dren in school. Some teachers were afraid to return 
to classrooms. Hybrid learning models with confus- 
ing schedules left everyone scratching their heads, 
especially parents trying to coordinate which child 
would be where on what day. Meanwhile, many stu- 
dents were falling through the cracks and their 
grades were just...well...falling. 

A summer vacation became a thing of the past. 
Stay-cations were a sad alternative. Traveling to a 
different state became a nightmarish fourteen days 
of quarantine, and that was before your vacation 
could even begin. The hot weather seemed to stem 
the rise of the virus. People relaxed a little bit. 
Masks came off. Social gatherings returned as peo- 
ple, shut in for so long, desperately tried to recon- 
nect. One thing everyone learned: humanity isn’t 
screen compatible 24/7. 

Labor Day weekend brought summer to an 
abrupt close, as seasonal businesses were destroyed 
by the hurricane blow of the pandemic, worse than 
any storm weathered in the past. When summer 
ended so did any hope of the virus burning itself 
out, no matter how much light or bleach was in- 
jected in your body. 

An October snowstorm ushered in Halloween. 
The holiday was cancelled in many towns as the de- 
bate dragged on about which was the lesser evil: 
small close-knit parties or door-to-door trick-or- 
treating. Masks over masks were the costumes of 
the night as candy was dispensed through card- 
board tubes and innovative clothes-line pulleys. Par- 
ents tried to make the best of it while children tried 
to enjoy it. It was evident things were never going 
to be the same. 

When the month of November began, so did the 
great Thanksgiving dilemma. The governor sug- 
gested family dinners should be cancelled or just 
enjoyed with members of your immediate house- 
hold. Does Butterball make a turkey for one? People 
were so desperate to continue their traditions, just 
to feel normal for a moment, they couldn’t resist 
the urge to travel. And against better judgment, 
they did. When the post holiday COVID-19 numbers 
were posted, the virus was once again on the rise. 
A surge on top of a surge is never a good thing. Was 
this the second wave or the first wave still rising? 
Either way, it was bad news. 

And now, December places us on the threshold 
of the “darkest winter in our country’s history”. The 
most challenging and horrific health crisis our 
country has ever faced is sending season’s greet- 
ings to all of us. Once again we are asked to hunker 
down, shop from home and avoid human contact. 
Maybe immersing ourselves in holiday lights and 
festive decorations will deflect our attention for a 
couple of weeks. 

2020 is coming to a close. The bright star of hope 
for a vaccine shines on the horizon, moving just 
within reach. The new year has to be better. This 
was supposed to be my uplifting year-end column. 
I’d like to thank the coronavirus for sucking the joy 
out of everything. Happy holidays. 
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By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 
sports@yourtowncrier.com 

FRANCONIA, NH — Whe- 
ther it was as a wrestling 
star for Tewksbury High 
School in his high school 
days, or as a rugby star at 
East Stroudsburg Univer- 
sity in his college days, John 
DeVivo has always been a 
force to be reckoned with, 
able to accomplish almost 
any goal he set out to 
achieve. If hard work had to 
be done to achieve those 
goals, then the 1986 gradu- 
ate of Tewksbury High was 
willing to do whatever it 
took to succeed, 

DeVivo then took those 
same values into the busi- 
ness world after graduating 
from East Stroudsburg in 
1991, and the result has been 
a career he could have only 
dreamed of back in his days 
as a varsity athlete. While 
wrestling and rugby may 
have been his sports of 
choice as an undergrad, it is 
an entirely different sport 
which has led him to his 
great success in the busi- 
ness world, with the ski 
industry being a huge part 
of his life ever since gradua- 
tion. 

For the past 13 years 
DeVivo has been the general 
manager at Cannon Moun- 
tain Ski Area & Franconia 
Notch State Park in Fran- 


Cannon Wountein’ s iconic Aerial Tramway. The two 80- 
passenger cars, Titled Lincoln and Lafayette, are more 
affectionately known simply as “ketchup and mustard.” 
(Greg Keeler photo) 


conia, New Hampshire. De 
Vivo came to Cannon after 
stops at Attitash Resort and 
Sunday River where he 
served in many capacities, 
before making his way to 
Cannon Mountain where he 
has achieved his greatest 
success, turning the moun- 
tain into one of the most 
popular ski locations in all of 
New England. 

When he left Tewksbury 
High after a great wrestling 
career to move on to wrestle 
at the Division 1 level for 
East Stroudsburg, DeVivo 
could not have envisioned 
where his career would take 
him, but it did not take him 
long to find his way to the 
ski slope in what turned out 
to be a life changing deci- 
sion. After a year of wrest- 
ling at East Stroudsburg, 
DeVivo made the switch to 
rugby in his sophomore 
year. He also at that time, 
made his first foray into the 
ski industry. 

“Tt was interesting. Half of 
the guys in the rugby pro- 
gram were in my fraternity, 
and most of them were 
working in the ski industry. 
That was how I got involved 
in it. I was part of this great 
community at school,” 
DeVivo said recently from 
his home in Bethel, Maine 
as he prepared for the start 
of ski season. 

Once he got a taste of the 
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Tewksbury native has overseen dramatic improvements at Cannon Mountain 


John DeVivo is on top of the world 


ski world, he never gave it 
up. After working in the 
rental shop and as a lift 
operator at Camelback 
Mountain and Shawnee 
Mountain during his college 
days, he went on to be a 
sales intern at Sunday River 
before spending the next 16 
years. there, eventually 
working his way up to the 
Director of Mountain Op- 
erations. He then spent a 
year at Attitash Resort in 
Bartlett, New Hampshire 
before Cannon Mountain 
came calling. 

DeVivo’s time at Cannon 
has been remarkable, as he 
has been a big part of huge 
renovation at the mountain. 
Since he started there in 
2007, they have increased 
grooming by 50% and snow 
making by 70%. They have 
also added 75% more ter- 
rain in that time. More im- 
pressively, while 50% more 
water is being moved, they 
are using 50% less energy. 
They had been using 3,000 
gallons per minute, and are 
now up to 5,000 gallons per 
minute. In just his first year, 


MIAA Football Committee discusses 
potential statewide playoff 


Several proposals on the table, 
decision delayed until at least January 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

There were plenty of op- 
tions, but no decisions on 
Tuesday morning when the 
MIAA Football Committee 
got together to proposals for 
a potential statewide foot- 
ball playoff. Five different 
proposals were put forth to 
the committee, including 
two developed by athletic 
directors of the Merrimack 
Valley Conference and the 
Middlesex League. No deci- 
sion was made, however, 
with the committee agree- 
ing discuss the proposals 
further, and hopefully come 
to a decision as to which 
one to adopt when they re- 
convene at their next meet- 
ing in January. 

The two proposals put 
forth by the MVC and the 
Middlesex League, along 
with the Boston City League 
and the Dual County League 
were presented to the com- 
mittee by MIAA associate 
executive director Richard 
Pearson. One plan had a 
seven-week season followed 
by playoffs involving the top 
16 teams in each division, 
while the second proposal 
offered an eight-game regu- 
lar season in which the top 
eight in each division com- 
peted for a Super Bowl title. 

One of the key aspects of 
each of these proposals. is 
that Super Bowl games 
would be played the week 
before Thanksgiving Day 
games, therefore allowing 
the football season to end 
earlier than it has in the 
past, that way it would not 
interfere with the start of 
the winter season, as it has 
in recent years. 

Among the most popular 
proposals put before the 
committee came from Mil- 
ton High Football coach 
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Steve Dembowski, who pro- 
posed a plan that calls for 
ten games to be played in a 
12-week window with the 
regular season ending on 
Thanksgiving, followed by a 
playoff in which the top 
eight teams in each division 
would advance. 

The quarterfinals would 
be played on Tuesday .fol- 
lowing Thanksgiving, with 
the semifinals going that 
Sunday and the champi- 
onships to be played on the 
ensuing Saturday at a neu- 
tral field. 

Dembroski stated that this 
plan was the preferred plan 
of the Massachusetts High 
School Football Coaches 
Association. 

According to Danny Ven- 
tura of the Boston Herald, 
Demboswki stated “We pol- 
led the coaches association 
and of the 90% which re- 
sponded, more than 70% 
were in favor,” said Dem- 
bowski. “This plan (based 
off the Connecticut model 
which has been in existence 
for a decade) gives us a 
longer regular season which 
would eliminate consolation 
games and makes. Thanks- 
giving Day games relevant 
again. 

“Hight teams in each di- 
vision would advance to the 
playoffs. Of that, 32 of them 
would be eliminated on the 
following Tuesday, which 
means a limited amount of 
schools would be affected in 
terms of winter sports.” 

That would be the good 
news of Dembowski’s pro- 
posal. The bad news would 
be that even if it were just a 
few schools, it would mean 
that the football season 
would be infringing on the 
start of the winter season, 
which is something football 
coaches are trying to avoid, 
given the negative reaction 


from winter coaches in the 
past. 

Still, however, as Dembow- 
ski said, most coaches seem 
to endorse his proposal. One 
such coach was Dennis- 
Yarmouth principal Paul 
Funk, the former head foot- 
ball coach at the school. 

“In looking at the propos- 
als, the only one which does 
make Thanksgiving Day rel- 
evant again is Steve Dem- 
bowski’s proposal,” Funk 
told the Herald. “We need to 
lessen the amount of teams 
in the playoffs and mini- 
mize the impact on winter 
sports which Steve’s plan 
does.” 

One final proposal, known 
as The Mount Greylock Plan 
suggested having a nine- 
game regular season and an 
earlier start to the season, 
with the season kicking off 
before Labor Day. The regu- 
lar season would end on the 
final weekend of October 
and only teams that quali- 
fied for the playoffs would 
continue. The problem with 
the plan, however; is that 
many schools would have a 
three week layoff before 
playing their Thanksgiving 
Day game. 

In regards to impacting the 
start of the winter season, 
Shrewsbury High athletic 
director Jay Costa suggested 
the possibility of simply 
pushing back the start of the 
winter season, as well as the 
spring season, in order to 
accommodate a longer foot- 
ball season. 

Football Committee chair- 
man Jim Pignataro, stated 
that a survey should be sent 
out to schools asking which 
potential playoff format 
prefer, while Costa suggest- 
ed they also survey coaches 
regarding the delay of the 
start of the winter and spring 
seasons. 
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Mountain. 


they increased grooming by 
50% and reduced fuel usage 
by 50%. 

In 2010 they installed dou- 
ble chairs and starting in 
2011 they underwent a mas- 
sive facelift, with some help 
from their Partners, Fran- 
conia Ski Club. That project 
lasted from 2012-2016, as 
Franconia Ski Club helped 
with the chair project and 
with the trail project at 
Franconia Notch State 
Park. 

If that all sounds a little 
overwhelming, perhaps 
that’s because it could be 
for someone not as totally 
committed to the project as 
DeVivo has been. And his 
commitment is not just to 
the ski area, but to the hik- 
ing trails at Franconia 
Notch as well. 

“It seems like we have 
been working 24-7 for the 
past 13 years, but I always 
go by the old adage that if 
you love what you are doing, 
then you will never work a 
day in your life, and I am 
lucky enough to do that,” 
DeVivo said. “I know that 
we run one of the most icon- 
ic state parks and a world 
famous ski area, and I take a 
lot of pride in that.” 

That pride has shown 
throughout his years at Can- 
non, with the ski area attrac- 
ting approximately 150,000 
visitors every ski season. 
Cannon has continued to 
grow and expand under the 
direction of DeVivo, but it 
has also maintained the same 
charm that first attracted 
DeVivo and so many others to 
the mountain. 

“Cannon is very modern, 
but it is still rustic. Most 
importantly it is still about 
the on hill experience, and 
the people who come to 
Cannon love that,” DeVivo 
said. “The beauty of Cannon 
is its simplicity. You don’t 
see lodging, or see the town 
below you. It is all about 
nature. 

“Because we don’t have 
some of the amenities and 
fluff of other mountains, we 
sometimes get overlooked, 
but we still manage to win 


Franconia Notch State Park general manager John DeVivo at 
an elevation of 3,000 feet, some 1,200 feet above Profile Lake and 
I-93, atop what was formerly the forehead of the Old Man of the 


(courtesy photo) 


General Manager John DeVivo at the summit of Cannon 
Mountain, looking across at Franconia Ridge 
(Kate Wetherell photo) 


ple” DeVivo said. “We will 
also be operating at about a 
75% capacity outside and a 


favorite ski area in New 
Hampshire year after year.” 

Cannon was in fact de- 
scribed as an “Undiscov- 
ered Gem” in the February 
2020 edition of Ski Ma- 
gazine, an honor that De 
Vivo takes great pride in, 
but also finds rather amu- 
sing. 

“We are not really an un- 
discovered gem,” DeVivo 
said. “We are right off route 
93, and we really can’t be 
much easier to get to.” 

This season of course will 
be a little different for visi- 
tors who head up 93 to exits 
34B and C. Like everyone 
else DeVivo and Cannon are 
dealing with new restric- 
tions and limitations due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Just as they did during the 
summer hiking season, 
DeVivo and his staff will 
adjust and adapt. They will 
be operating at a reduced 
capacity and moving as 
many services as possible 
outdoors in order to keep 
their guests safe while still 
enjoying the historic moun- 
tain experience. 

“Everything like rentals 
and reservations and tickets 
and things like that will all 
be done online only, and at 
the mountain things like 
food and repairs will all be 
outdoors. We will of course 
have social distancing signs 
and you will need a mask if 
you are around other peo- 


50% capacity inside. Nor- 
mally on a very robust Sat- 
urday, we would have about 
4.500 guests, but we have 
trimmed that, and it be 
more like 3,400-3,500 guests. 

“I would caution people 
not to just show up without 
tickets. We sold a lot more 
season passes this year 
because people don’t want 
to be shut out.” 

One thing that DeVivo 
promises won’t change, 
however, is the awesome 
experience that each and 
every guest enjoys while at 
Cannon. DeVivo and his 
staff have been hard at work 
almost since they were 
forced to shut down in 
March to make sure that 
this season’s ski experience 
will be just as memorable as 
it has been every year at 
Cannon. 

“The capacity is the big- 
gest change. We will still 
have a great ‘season and we 
still plan on being open until 
mid-April,” DeVivo said. “We 
will still have lessons like 
always and still have great 
terrain and great food and 
we will still welcome people 
as always, just at a lesser 
capacity. The ski crowd is 
pretty savvy as to what is 
going on, so I think they will 
adapt pretty well and we will 
have a great season.” 


MIAA recommends 
field hockey rules changes 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 
sports@yourtowncrier.com 
TEWKSBURY/WILM- 
INGTON — The Field 
Hockey teams from Tewks- 
bury and Wilmington were 
among the fortunate teams 
that were able to participate 
in their regularly scheduled 
fall season, adjusting to the 
-COVID related modifica- 
tions to the sport. Despite 
some hiccups and stops and 
starts along the way, partic- 
ularly on the Wilmington 
side, both teams made it 
through what had to be con- 
sidered successful seasons, 
_just for the mere fact they 
were able to get on the field. 
With any luck, both 


teams will once again be 


able to compete in the fall 
of 2021, while several other 
schools will be taking the 
field on the new “Fall 2” 
season, which gets under- 


way on February 22. When- 
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ever field hockey programs 
do resume play, they will 
do so under several new 
rules; and this time they 
are not COVID-19 related. 
The MIAA Field Hockey 
Committee met Thursday 
morning and the major 
item on the agenda was 
voting on the National 


Federation of High Schools © 


rules change proposals. 
While most of the 24 pro- 
posals involved minor clar- 
ifications in language to 
existing rules, there were a 
couple of significant rec- 


ommendations put forth by . 


the committee. 

Probably the most signifi- 
cant change going forward 
will be the reinstatement of 
one timeout per game per 
team. Timeouts were elimi- 
nated this year when field 
hockey moved from halves 
to quarters, deemed unnec- 
essary due to the extra 
stoppages, but going for- 


ward they will be reinstat- 
ed, passing by aa margin of 
7-2 with four abstentions. 
Another rule change dealt 
with the officiating of 


‘penalty strokes. Currently, 


if a player attempts a 
stroke before the whistle 
and scores, they are per- 
mitted to retake the stroke. 
The new rule would imme- 
diately end the stroke if 
taken before the whistle. 
This proposal was over- 
whelmingly approved by a 
vote of 15-0. 

Not every proposal was 
approved, however. For 
example, one proposal put 
forward was a switch to 
the college rule that a 
player entering the circle 
early on a penalty corner 
not be sent out and re- 
placed, but rather the 
inserter sent out and re- 


placed. That proposal was 


overwhelmingly voted - 
down by a vote of 0-14-1. 
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1997 WHS Boys Soccer Team 


Reliving "Cats magical ride to the state cha 


The story below on the 
induction of the 1997 WHS 
Boys Soccer team into the 
Hall of Fame first appeared 
in the November 3rd, 2016 
issue of the Town Crier. 

We are re-running this 
story, as well as featuring 
the 1990 and 1998 teams as 
we look back at the decade 
of excellence with this pro- 
gram. 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON — The 
1997 Wilmington High 
School boys' soccer season 
was certainly one that will 
always:be remembered for 
so many different reasons. 
The Wildcats were led by 
Coach Dick Scanlon, who 
had taken the 1990 team to 
the Eastern Mass final, 
only to take this team 
seven years later one step 
further to the Division 3 
state final. It was a team 
comprised of so many dif- 
ferent types of players and 
personalities, who during 
those very cold November 
playoff games, played tre- 

mendous soccer. 

It was a team comprised 
of a Hall of Fame Coach, 
three tremendous captains 
and five individuals who 
have already been enshrin- 
ed into the Wilmington 
High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 

“That was a fun group 
with a lot of personality,” 
said assistant coach Chip 
Bruce. “In typical Dick 
Scanlon fashion he always 


knew which buttons to 


push and he balanced the 
fun and the work perfectly. 
I really wanted to see that 
team win for the players 
and for Dick. 

“Having been with Steve 
(Seanlon at Westford Aca- 
demy) in '92, I knew how 
special it was to win a state 
title. I wanted so much for 
those guys to experience 
that. and I wanted Dick to 
add a championship to his 
long list of accomplish- 
ments.” 

That season, the Wildcats 
certainly put together a 
long list of accomplish- 
ments. The Wildcats start- 
ed the season out with a 
gutsy 2-1 win over New- 
buryport that saw Dennis 


Ingram net both goals. The 
team went on to a 3-0-1 
record before falling for 
the first time in a 3-2 battle 
with Ipswich. 

After wins over Mascono- 
met and North Reading, 
the 'Cats were defeated by 
Lynnfield. And that's when 
the team got red-hot. Wil- 
mington closed out the reg- 
ular season with a 12-3-3 
overall record, which in- 
cluded winning the Cape 
Ann League title with a 2-1 
win over rival Mascono- 
met. 

That pushed the Wildcats 
into the Division 3 North 
sectional tournament. In 
an epic first round match, 
Wilmington and Wayland 
played to a 1-1 tie which 
included two overtime peri- 
ods. That forced a shoot- 
out, where keeper TJ Flynn 
made three remarkable 
saves and Vallas netted the 
game winning goal. 

“I have never been so 
nervous in my entire life,” 
said Vallas to this reporter 
after that win. “When the 
shoot-out was starting, my 
stomach was hurting so bad 
because I was so nervous. I 
figured since I was a lefty 
and (their goalie) was com- 
ing out (of the net aggres- 
sively), to try to have a 
quick chip shot like that 
and it went in. This was a 
huge win for us. Everyone 
played awesome.” 

Wilmington went on to 
defeat Rockport, 3-0, be- 
hind goals from Ingram, 
Vallas and Darren Arciero. 
That pushed the team into 
the sectional semi-finals 
against league rival 
Hamilton-Wenham, who 
gave the team its third loss 
of the season, 2-0. 

Trailing 1-0, Wilmington 
tied the game up just 13 
seconds into the second 
half as Ingram scored be- 
fore Dan Sweet netted the 
game winner off a corner 
kick taken by tri-captain 
Tom Heigham. 

That dramatic victory 
put Wilmington into the 
North Final. The 'Cats 
would travel to Bedford to 
take on an 20-0 Marian 
High School squad that 
was led by a junior striker 
who had 96 goals entering 
that game. Wilmington did- 
n't back down, and handed 


1998 WHS Boys Soccer Team 


Heartbreaking loss didn't 
define tremendous season 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON — Coming 
off a 17-win season, which 
included a trip to the state 
championship, the first in 
program history, and los- 
ing an All-Scholastic play- 
er in Jeff Arciero and even- 
tually two players in Ar- 
ciero and Scott Swiezynski, 
who have since been in- 
ducted into the WHS Hall 
of Fame, no one knew what 
to expect when the Wil- 
mington High School boys 
soccer team opened the 

1998 season. 

“I really don't know 
(what to expect),” said the 
late head coach Dick Scan- 
lon before the season be- 
gan. “So far in scrimmages 
we have had flashes of last 
year's team where we look 
really, really good and then 
we have flashes where we 
look horrible. 

“We lost three very good 
captains and many others 
who were vital from last 
year's team. I don't think 
anyone realizes what Jeff 
Arciero meant to us. He 
was an All-Scholastic for 
both the (Boston) Globe 
and Herald and he was an 
Eastern Mass All-Star. The 
kid saved our butts about 
one hundred times. Right 
now we are missing some- 
thing from last year's team 
and I think that piece is 
Jeff.” 

Wilmington was return- 
ing 12 seniors from that 17- 
win team, including tri- 
captains Mark DiGiovanni, 
Justin Vallas and Dennis 
Ingram, who along with 
teammate Eric Swiezynski 
and Coach Scanlon, are all 
members of the WHS Hall 
of Fame. 

Wilmington begun the 
season with an extremely 
hard. fought 4-2 win over 
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The 1997 WHS Boys Soccer team 
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included: back row from left: Jeff Arciero, Sean Cahill, Ryan Covino, Peter Bamberg, 
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Seott Swiezynski, head coach Dick Scanlon, Dave Ward, Chris Kilburn, John Betts, Dennis Ingram and Tom Heigham; 
bottom row from left: Anthony Soroka, Darren Arciero, Josh Michaud, Mark DiGiovanni, Greg Longo, Dan Sweet, 
Justin Vallas, Matt Kacamburas and TJ Flynn. 


their opponents their first 
loss of the season, a 3-1 
decision behind two goals 
from Peter Bamberg and 
another one by Ingram. 

The win gave the team 
the North Sectional Cham- 
pionship trophy and were 
two wins away from a state 
championship. 

Just two days after beat- 
ing Marian, Wilmington 
was back on the field to 
face Norwell played at Wo- 
burn High School. The 
game was scoreless until 
the 55th minute. At that 
time, Dick Scanlon went to 
his bench and called on 
Heigham, who had been 
watching from the side- 
lines up to that point. 

“T told him that 'I want 
you to play forward (and 
not your normal halfback 
position). And whenever 
you get a chance to shoot, 
shoot from anywhere. You 
have a great shot’.” 

A minute later, Heigham 
scored. 

“IT was at the right place 
at the right time,” said 
Heigham to this reporter 
after that win. “I think it 
deflected off one of their 
defenders, I'm not sure. 
But this is great, it's a 
dream come true. I can 
remember sitting in the 
stands at this stadium 
seven years ago watching 
the 1990 team lose 3-1 to 


Medway in the Eastern 
Mass game. I was ten 
years old and all I've ever 
wanted to do was to be able 
to play in this game. Wow, I 
can't believe we're going to 
the state final.” 

While Wilmington had 
just two days to prepare for 
the Eastern Mass game, ter- 
rible weather conditions 
postponed the state final 
game and the team had a 
full week off. In fact, the 
team was on the bus and 
was headed to Boston 
University to take on 
Gateway Regional and 
halfway there, the team 
was informed that the 
game had been cancelled. 

“T believed in the '97 team 
and still believe that if that 
championship game hadn't 
been postponed we would 
have won,” said Bruce. 
“The players were on a 
roll, they really had the 
momentum. We were on 
the bus and ready to go 
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when we got the call that 
the game was postponed.” 
The game was eventually 
played on a extremely 
cold, rainy, raw night on 
Nickerson Field. Wilming- 
ton didn't play its best 
game and was defeated 1-0. 
“The surface at BU was 
an issue,” said Bruce. “It 
was a football field, so it 
had a real crown and it 
was frozen which made it 
difficult to play the wide 
game that the team liked. 
Every time the ball was 
pushed outside it rolled out 
of bounds. We couldn't play 
the game the players were 
accustomed to.” 
Wilmington finished the 
season at 17-4-3. Tri-cap- 
tain Jeff Arciero was 
named the Boston Globe's 
Division 3 Player of the 
Year, as well as a Boston 
Herald All-Scholastic and a 
Cape Ann League All- 
Conference selection along 
with Flynn. Arciero, Heigh- 
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am and Chris Kilburn, 
“have been three of the 
best captains I have ever 
had here. They are low 
keyed, they are not the rah- 
rah type. They are not 
yellers and screamers — 
they tend to business,” said 
Scanlon during the season. 

Scanlon as well as Mark 
DiGiovanni, Ingram, Scott 
Swiezynski, Vallas and Jeff 
Arciero have since been 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. 

The rest of the team 
included: Anthony Soroka, 
Darren Arciero, Josh Mi- 
chaud, Greg Longo, Danny 
Sweet, Matt Kacamburas, 
TJ Flynn, Sean Cahill, Ry- 
an Covino, Peter Bamberg, 
Dave Ward, John Betts and 
Kevin Riley with assistant 
coach Chip Bruce. 

And now all 20 of them 
are Hall of Famers as one 
of the best teams ever 
assembled in WHS athletic 
history. 


rty, Erler, shine at MSTCA meet 


Pair of Wildcats earn top ten finishes 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 

Sports. Correspondent 
sports @yourtowncrier.com 
NORTON — With the 
Indoor Track season being 
moved to the newly created 
“Fall 2” season, which gets 
underway on February 22, 
opportunities to compete 
are-few and far between for 
winter track athletes. But 
thanks to the Mass State 
Coaches Track Association 
(MSTCA), there are still 
some meets out there with 


DiGiovanni and Justin Vallas, who stand with head coach Dick Scanlon. All four are 


WHS Hall of Famers. 


North Reading. This was 
an extremely physical con- 
test with the 'Cats eventu- 
ally prevailing behind two 
goals from Dan Sweet and 
single tallies from Vallas 
and Darren Arciero. 

After beating Mascono- 
met (2-1) and Rockport (2- 
0), the 'Cats were defeated 
by Lynnfield twice in a 
matter of five games, 2-1 
and 5-3. The second loss 
was followed by a 1-0 loss 
to Hamilton-Wenham and 
Scanlon again reiterated at 
the time the team was 
lacking that one ingredient 
to put them back as one of 
the best teams in the area. 

With a 7-4-2 record, the 
‘Cats seemed to mix in the 
right ingredients down the 
stretch, winning their last 
five games, which included 
wins over Manchester-Es- 
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sex (5-0), Pentucket (3-2) 
and a 7-0 schellacking over 
Tewksbury. 

The 12-4-2 regular season 
was more than enough for 
the 'Cats to qualify for the 
state tournament for the 
seventh time in the past 
eight years under Seanlon's 
direction. Wilmington star- 
ted out with a 3-1 win over 
Arlington Catholic, on goals 
by Vallas, Dan Sweet and 
Kevin Forgett. 

That win was followed up 
by an incredibly physical, 
controversial and heated 
game against Bishop Fen- 
wick. The 'Cats prevailed 
4-2 in a game that included 
lots of trash talking and a 
handful of scuffles and 
cheap shots. In the win, the 
‘Cats were down 1-0 before 
Sweet made an incredible 
play,. which he turned into 
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a pass to Forgett, who then 
passed it off to Joe Kane 
and he buried the shot to 
tie the game up at 1-1. 

Vallas put the 'Cats up 2- 
1, only to see the Crusaders 
tie it back up. Vallas then 
gave the 'Cats the lead for 
good on an assist from 
Sweet before Vallas netted 
his third of the game for 
the 4-2 final. 

With two wins already, 
the 'Cats advanced to the 
sectional semi-finals, de- 
feating Marblehead 2-1 as 
the 'Cats took advantage of 
two own goals. 

That victory put the 'Cats 
into their second straight 
sectional final game and 
third in the eight years. 
Facing a terrific Weston 
team, coming from the ex- 
tremely tough Dual County 
League, Wilmington got 


many of the top high 
school runners from across 
the state getting together 
to compete against each 
other in an unofficial ca- 
pacity. 

One of those opportuni- 
ties came about this past 
Saturday at the MSTCA 
Speed & Distance Meet at 
Wheaton College’s Bass 
Athletic Center. Two mem- 
bers of the Wilmington 
High Girls Indoor Track 
team made the trek to 


goals from Sweet on an 
assist from Vallas, and 
then in the second half 
Ingram from Vallas for the 
game winner. 

“T love this feeling,” said 
defender Mark DiGiovan- 
ni. “I can't explain it. All of 
this (success) is because of 
our hard work. It's really 
hard, aggressive play and 
that's why we win. We have 
great chemistry on this 
team. We're all good friends 
and we hang out all of the 
time. That's a big reason 
too. We're a good team. 
We're not lucky, we are 
good and that shows with 
our hard work.” 

DiGiovanni held up the 
sectional trophy with a 
smile that couldn't possibly 
be wiped away at the time. 

“It's always been a big 
goal of mine to win this 
(sectional) game, playing 
the sweeper-back position 
(following my brother Kev- 
in, who did the same in 
1990). My brothers (Kevin 
and Anthony) are very hard 
on me, but in a good way. 
They challenge me to try to 
do the same things they 
did.” 

Seanlon had one of his 
all-time best lines after the 
win when he was surround- 
ed by about six or seven 
reporters. 

“Don't ask me to explain 
(the win), because I have 
no idea. If I try to answer 
that, I might sound intelli- 
gent.” 

He went on to say that, “I 
thought Weston was more 
of a ground team, but a lot 
of the play was in the air 
and for us to be effective, 
we have to have the ball on 
the ground so that worked 
for me. This was a crazy 
game, like a ping-pong 
game. They are a good 
team for sure. Their goalie 
was sensational.” 
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Norton for the meet, and 
both represented the Wild- 
cats very well. 

Junior Olivia Erler earn- 
ed a tenth place finish in 
the 1,000 meters in a time 
of 3:50.39, while fellow 
junior Kaitlyn Doherty 
earned a tenth place fin- 
ish in the mixed long jump 
at 15-06 and then had a 
great performance in the 
55-meter dash, earning a 
fourth place finish in a 
time of 7.83 seconds. 


With the sectional cham- 
pionship title, the 'Cats 
advanced to the state semi- 
final game for the second 
straight year. This contest 
was epic for so many rea- 
sons — take away the end- 
ing and this was an ab- 
solutely phenomenal soc- 
cer game played between 
two outstanding teams. 
The 'Cats went up against 
perennial state contender 
Medway and through the 
first 79 minutes the game 
was scoreless. 

With 51 seconds left, In- 
gram gave the 'Cats a 1-0 
lead. That lead disap- 
peared 12 seconds later 
when Medway scored, com- 
ing with 39 seconds left. 
Then at the 3:09 mark of 
the overtime period, the 
Mustangs scored the game 
winner. 

“J don't know what to 
say,” said a completely 
shocked head coach after 
the game. “I'm stunned. 
We had the game in our 
back pockets and we let it 
slip away.” 

Wilmington ended the 
season with a 16-5-2 overall 
record and the sectional 
title. Between the 1997 and 
1998 seasons, the 'Cats 
combined for a record of 
33-10-4. 

The members of that '98 
team included: captains 
Justin Vallas, Mark DiGio- 
vanni and Dennis Ingram, 
as well as Peter Bamberg, 
John Betts, Dan Sweet, 
Sean Cahill, goalie TJ 
Flynn, the late Ryan Co- 
vino, Kevin Forgett, Matt 
Kacamburas, Adam Jen- 
sen, Kevin Riley, Josh 
Michaud, Darren Arciero, 
Jim Rourke, Joe Kane, 
Eric Swiezynski, Jeff Can- 
non, Tim Riley and Mike 
Halas. Dick Scanlon was 
the head coach and Chip 
Bruce was the assistant. 
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| #0 JNE ye EAE | 
2015 2018 2020 2020 

Audi A3 Audi Q3 Audi A4 Audi S4 


Auto, Ice Silver, 57K miles Auto., Daytona Gray, 12K miles, Premium Plus, | Auto., Ibis White., 5K miles, Premium Plus, | Auto, Black, 7K miles, Navy., Bang, Fine Nappa, 
Cold Weather Package Navigation, Sport Package, 19" Wheels, Bose S Line Interior, Sport Suspension Black Optic, Sport, Premium Plus 


fe forre 


Certified pre-owned 


| ts Laake se 59K miles $12, 998 | ws 
Sener wie cee. miles $13.998 | 
| 2018 Toyota Camry, $14.998 
@ 2015 Audi A3 Drivers Asst. $16 998 
’ 


A6879., Auto., Gray, 29K miles, Cold Pkg 


ee: gies 44K iniles $33 998 | ki 
) Rae es are 6K mi., Convert. $33,998 fl 
| bia dre 7K mi., Convertible 334.998 A 
| 2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee $34. 998 | 5 


M003526A, Auto., Black, 34K miles 


i 2018 Audi A4 Premium Plus "32 998 | : 


A7040XX, Auto., Black, 80K mi., Nav. 


B iiorad Muon ee, s7xmies 97,998) 14 


~ 2004 Chevy SSR 


Auto., Black 12K miles 


fy 2016 Honda CRVEX == $18. 998 #M901437C , | ROE has Ton cL noes 998 | 
| AONE tovote Hightanden |g SEQ QOS Aas ans aries soe or vic OA OO Oe ne nev ams sok dans TATOOS oe re cca Ad 998 | iH 
b Bh 2017 Cadillac IS ccs SQV, SOS AsssneMee Gate asx mies — $A OB | Ars Auve eamee Secs, ed su °D, OOS | 2oze Mercedes Henz GLCSOO 543.998 | : 
: Bp 2047 Lexns S300 nites — 823,998 tinneds Revie tocmes — S2ZAQOS) Korocea’are, Ser 15x mies — 828,998 | 2020 Andi 62.0 Yeem. Fine $48,998 i 
Bre hte 05 Preminm Piss, $23,998 soosicta suet 25x mies — 525,998 | Aint Att ducer wns sekaice "29,098 | Eornsrsce wie emis 952,998 F 
eo tn Gee sak mies SLB, IDB) Acsrea. autos Modern Stee, 73K mi cL G98 | Aeericison, wang $30,998 | oats sees ais $67,998 | 


| | HOU Monday Viaster: 7 TAM OOPM © SATURDAY 8:30ANM-6:00PN SUNDAY 171:00AM-5:00PM | 


ana ON RU BoE ON IN-STOCK MODELS oNeY: PRICES DO NOT Wee Pls TAX, SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS OFFERS EXPIRE 12 29,2020 
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2014 Mini Cooper 
Countryman $ 


Auto * Brown * 42K miles 
a #13577A 


2010 Nissan Altima Hybrid 2.5L 
3386A, Auto., White, 70K ae 57.998 


2015 Hyundai Tucson GLS AWD §] 4998 201 4) Hyundai 


35974, Auto., Black, 48K miles 


2018 Honde Fit Sport Manvsl $1.4 908 Tucson GLX AWD 


Auto Black * 48K mi. 


2018 Kia Sorento LX 4 Cyl. AWD 
K3012, Auto., 3rd Row, Ebony Block” 38K miles 190 G03 


2018 Kia Sorento LX 4 Cyl. AWD 
K3013, Auto., 3rd Row, Ebony ion miles 9 1 998 


2019 Kia Sorento LX 4 Cyl. 192.998 


K3011, Auto., Snow White, 3rd Row, 24K miles 


2018 Kia Sorento LX 4 Cyl. 592.998 


K3013, Auto., 3rd Row, Black, 24K miles 


2016 Kia Sedona SXL 8-Seat 
K3020, Auto., Tech. Pkg., Sapphire, 28K miles 193.998 


cise 2016 Ford Expl Limited 
rictiatatre tr dremaniamemeag 7 4," 


cd bpd rola bi 201 8 Kia 201 8 Toyota | 212 tyotacamy rst 496.998 


13524A, Auto., White, 22K miles 


suvieseentixn” — *17998 | Sportage LX AWD || C-HR XLE | zoe creer umes 06.098 


K2955, Auto., Silver, 31K miles 
2016 Kia Optima EX Premium Auto ° Black 29K miles Auto « Gray * 29K miles 
23513A, Auto., Ebony Black, 16K miles 5 7,998 : 2018 Kia Sorento EX V-6 $96 908 
4 a > ' 


#K2997 nei de #13432A K3014, Auto., 3rd Row, 31K miles 
2017 Kia Niro LX 5 ; “a va res 
i 2018 Kia Sorento SX Limited 
K3019, Auto., Snow White Pearl, 25K miles 17,998 Sore ADEE Ne Gotu CHEESE 599998 
2017 Kia Sorento LX AWD 4 Cyl. 
K3021, 5-Passenger, Auto., Sangria, 40K miles 5] 8998 


2018 Kia S$ fo SX V-6 
K3010, Ge aon tee. Black, 21K mi. 599998 

2017 Honda Civic EX Hatchback 

13522A, Me, Gray, 30K miles : 5 5] 8998 


; 201 q Honda cabo eden biiahr ae 136,998 

2018 Kia Optima EX Premium 

12718A, Auto., Silver, 18K mi., Teck Pkg. 1 9998 Pilot EX-L ae i cntl tae § 52998 

reais woe ho ee 190.998 Auto ° Gray » 39K miles MANY MORE 
TIME TO ye ARRIVING DAILY! 


3571A, Auto., Gray, 40K miles 


#13597A 


2014 Kia Optima EX Premium 
3567A, Auto., se Black, Tech. Pkg. 22K mi. | 5 998 


2017 Kia Soul Plus Audio Pkg. 
K3022, Peri sa Phe Clea White, ae mi. ‘ 6798 


2017 Kia Sport LX AWD 
K2985, oe Mecels ey 25K miles 5] 6998 


2019 Kia Optima 
S w/Sunroof 


soho e White Pearl * 533 miles 
% #K2993 


#K3017XX 


TRADE UP! TOP $$ FOR TRADE-INS 


r.) 


«Herb he 
Chambers hiemy Fund 


Otreiat Partnee ef the deewry Fares 


Offers available on in-stock models only. Prices do not include tax. See dealer for details. Offers expire 12.29.2020 
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